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HURCH and Sunday-school work is the biggest 
business in the world today, and it calls for the 
highest business efficiency. The careful reading of 
discriminating advertising, such as is found in these 
columns, is an important factor of such efficiency. 




















Our Sufficiency 


By Sally Neill Roach 
Our sufficiency is of God.—2 Corinthians 3: 5. 


OD doth suffice! Learn this, thou helpless one; 
In full surrender let thy way be trod. 
Sometime, each moment’s task in patience done, 
Shali be unfolded—and lo, there, thy God. 


God doth suffice! Be strengthened, weary heart; 
Though day is long, and footsteps halting, plod. 
To take the way mapped out, this is thy part, 
Its steps are numbered,— in each one, thy God. 


God doth suffice! Be cheered, thou saddened soul; 
What though thou’st seen and felt the chastening rod? 

E’en to the end His love has planned the whole,— 
Let all the finished stosy show thy God. 
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The lessons for the first Quarter of 1927 are taught 

over the radio every Tuesday evening by the Editor 

of The Sunday School Times. Full information is 
given on page 21. 


_ Women’s Fashions 


We look to women for refinement, delicacy, mod- 
esty; is her sex conspicuous for these characteristics 
today? With much for which the Roman Catholic 
Church stands, evangelical Christians cannot agree; 
but there can be only commendation of the Pope’s 
recent message on the increasing immodesty of women’s 
fashions. The Associated Press has sent out a dis- 
patch from Rome, quoting the Pope on the “ugly, 
ruinous, catastrophic tendency ... irreverent . . . im- 
moral . . . irreverent to human dignity, irreverent to 
body and soul.” Addressing an audience of men he 


called on husbands, fathers, and brothers to “attempt. 


to check gt all costs” these new tendencies, saying: 
“It is necessary that all who still have a sense of 
human nobility and dignity, not to mention Christian 
dignity, should agree and find a means of creating dams 
against a current so ugly and so. ruinous and carry- 
ing sO many catastrophes with it.” In this the Pope 
has the Word of God on his-side. The Holy Spirit 
tells us, through Paul, that. women should “adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with’ shamefacedness and 
sobriety” (1 Tim. 2:9); that the older women shou'd 
“teach the young women to be sober, to love their 


husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, 
keepers [or diligent] at home, good” (Tit. 2:4, 5). 
The terrific movement away from all this among women 
is plainly supernatural and Satanic in its. intensity, and 
is indeed a challenge to all true Christians to set 
themselves against it by prayer and teaching and ex- 
ample. It is good to know that The Literary Digest 
is taking the matter up; its editor says in a letter to 
the religious press that the subject “is a topic of in- 
terest to all faiths and all lands, but the styles seem 
to get only flippant remarks in the daily press.” Here 
is a vital opportunity for Christian teachers, parents, 
pastors, and journals. 
Fa 


Denying the Father 


- Those who assert the universal Fatherhood of 
Ged do not realize that they are denying the Father. 
God’s Word states very plainly that only to those who 
receive Christ as their Saviour does God give “power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name” (John 1:12). .The Lord Jesus 
spoke with terrible plainness to certain’ men who 
claimed God as their Father but who were rejecting 
Christ. They said, “We have one Father, even God 
Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love me ... Ye are of your father the devil 
... He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye theré- 
fore hear them not, because ye are not of God” (John 
8: 41-47). If God were the Father of all men, no 
Saviour would be needed;.as God’s children we should 
need only to claim and enjoy our relationship with 
him. But the Word declares the necessity of being 
born again if we would be members of the family of 
God. The universal Fatherhood of God denies the 
unique Sonship of Christ, and the necessity of the 
atoning work of Christ. It denies the words that 
the Father has spoken about the Son; and here is 
the solemn denunciation spoken by the Holy Spirit 
through John concerning this denial: “He is anti- 
christ, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whoso- 
ever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father” 
(1 John 2:22, 23). Only those know the meaning 
of the Fatherhood of God who, seeing themselves as 
“strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12), 
come to Christ to be saved, pleading his shed blood as 
the only way to become God’s children. They know, 


then, that “They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God” (Rom. 9:8); but 
they rejoice that, through faith i Christ, they “have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father’ (Rom. 8:15). 


a 
After the Writing is Signed 


When things are at their worst it is time to giva 
thanks. When the disaster is not imaginary, but real, 
is the time to praise God. Daniel knew this, and 
lived by it. His life was so blameless that political 
associates in the kingdom of Darius knew that they 
could bring no accusation against him “except we find 
it against him concerning the law of his God.” There- 
fore, solely in order to get rid of Daniel, they per- 
suaded the king to issue a decree that whoever should 
offer any petition to God or man except tosking Darius, 
for thirty days, should be cast into a den of lions. 
The king fell into the trap, and Daniel’s doom was 
sealed as “king Darius signed the writing and the 
decree.” And here is the extraordinary sequence. 
Immediately we read: “Now when Daniei knew that 
the writing was signed, he went into his house; and 
his windows being open in his chamber toward Jeru- 
salem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime.” When the writing that was his death 
warrant was signed, Daniel gave thanks! This was 
no imaginary peril, either. It was-a “law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not”; even the 
king could not change it, once signed. ‘Those lions 
were real animals, too, and man-eaters, as we find later 
in the record. But Daniel did just what the Holy Spirit, 
six centuries later through James, tells God’s people 
always to do: “Count dt all joy when ye fall into 
divers testings.” After the writing that is our death- 
knell is signed, let us give thanks to God. Let us 
praise him. He may or may not deliver us from the 
den of lions. If he wants to have us die by this signed 
writing, then we may be sure this is the best blessing 
his perfect love can just now bestow. Or he may sur- 
prise us by a miracle of deliverance. Paul praised 
God after the writing had been signed for his thorn 
in the flesh, which was not removed. Whatever is in 
the writing, let us, like Daniel, give thanks before our 
God,—and not once, but three times a day. 


If We Love God 


know that all things work together for good to 

them that love God, to them who are called ac- 
cording to his purpose’ (Rom. 8:28), the most 
vital statement that it contains is either entirely 
omitted or repeated casually and without emphasis. 
The emphasis is invariably placed upon the first ten 
words, as though they expressed an unconditional 
promise; while the condition upon which the state- 
ment is based is either ignored or slurred over. 

The only individuals who can claim this promise or 
who can hope to see fulfilled for them this law of 
God’s providence are those who fulfill, satisfactorily 
to Him, the condition named. The promise is’ fulfilled 
and the law works only for “them that love God.” 

Doubtless most people, particularly professing 
Christians, believe that they have fulfilled the condi- 
tion, and that therefore their lives are within the proy- 
ince of this law. It must not be forgotten, however, 
that our human idea of loving God and God’s con- 
ception of the meaning those words express are not 
necessarily the same; or rather, are necessarily not the 
same. When the young lawyer asked Jesus to name 
the great commandment of the law (Matt. 22: 34-39), 
Jesus did not select any portion of the Decalogue, but 
instead, referred him to Deuteronomy 6:5: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” In Luke 10: 
27, “with all thy strength” is also ‘included. 

This makes loving God an all-inclusive attitude of 
a Christian. If th’s ‘s fulfilled, everything else that 


|’: QUOTING the familiar Scripture, “And we 





God requires of his children follows as a natural and 
necessary consequence. Many of the religious teachers 
of today are making love to our fellow man the su- 
preme virtue. Thus they put first that which Jesus 
put second. Consequently they find it a condition im- 
possible to attain, in spite of all their approval and 
inculcation of the doctrine. 

Only when we have learned from the Great Teacher, 
the Holy Spirit, and have received power from the 
indwelling Christ can we understand, in any measure, 
what it means to love God with all our soul and mind 
and strength. It is only after we have learned this 
and experienced it, at least in part, that we find it 
possible to love our neighbors as ourself. 

Loving God with all the mind makes the intellect 
entirely responsive and submissive to the teachings of 
God’s Word. ‘No one who loves God with all the mind 
can harbor the slightest. doubt concerning any revela- 
tion that God has made, either of himself or of his 
works. Perfect love is perfect surrender. The mind 
that loves God cannot. think independently of God. 
All Modernism, all- apostasy, has come from those who 
think their own thoughts and are not surrendered to 
think God’s thoughts after him. Every thought’ will, 
in the mind that loves God, be brought “into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ.” 

To love God with all the heart and soul includes the 
emotions, the desires, the aspirations. There can be 
no hatred, no lust, no selfishness or selfish ambition 
harbored or yielded to in one who loves God with all 
his soul. All these things will be cast out by the great, 
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overflowing, cleansing love which fills the entire being. 
Oh, how easy to be pure, to be self-forgetful, to be 
liberal with our possessions, our time, and our sym- 
pathy when love for God floods the soul! 

To love God with all our strength brings all our 
activities under the control of the Holy Spirit. No 
craving for an amusement that wastes energy and life 
in the pursuit of earthly delights; no greedy seeking 
after gain; no minds and bodies spent and exhausted 
from pursuit of thy things that perish. The entire 
strength, being at God’s disposal and used under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, will be “renewed like the 
eagle’s.” Or, if we are permitted to spend it in God’s 
service even to the point of exhaustion, we shall de- 
light even in the infirmity, exclaiming with Paul: 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” We shall be 
content to rest for God, as well as to work for him, 
This, then, is God’s meaning in the words “love God.” 
It is to such Christians that “all things work together 
for good,” 

Alas! Are there any such? Can any one of us look 
into his own heart and fife and say, “I do thus love 
God”? If not, then who can claim and rejoice in that 
wonderful promise? Those who understand what such 
a. love is; who choose, with all their will, to possess 
this love; who confess humbly to God their lack of it; 
who yield themselves ceaselessly to him that it may 
be wrought within them through Christ; who judge 
and confess every failure; and make it the supreme 
purpose of their lives to know in their own experi- 
ence “the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.” 

In 2 Chronicles 16:9 we read: “For the eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart [or choice] is perfect toward him.” I have 
always been thankful that it did not read, “whose lives 
are perfect,” or even, “whose dove is perfect,” for 
neither is. as yet perfect, but I believe the choice of 
my. heart is perfect toward him, therefore I can re- 
joice in believing that he is strong in my behalf, mak- 
ing all things work together for good to me. 

“All things,” what, sin? failure? disaster? ruin? 
-Can these things work good? Assuredly. Few things 
‘have wrought more good to the world than sin over- 
ruled by God's grace. 

The greatest sin ever committed on earth, the re- 
jection and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, has worked to 
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bring salvation, in all its blessed fullness, to human- 
ity, because Jesus, wha suffered from that sin, loved 
God perfectly. This salvation would have come even 
to Judas, the betrayer, had he truly repented and be- 
lieved. That he did not, though filled with despair 
and remorse, is evidenced by the fact that he took 
his life out of God’s hands and disposed of it himself. 

There are other instances recorded in Scripture 
where great sin has worked great good. The’ sale 
of Josepheby his brethren resulted in the preservation 
of the Hebrew race. This was because Joseph’s heart 
was perfect toward God. 

The sin of David concerning Uriah the Hittite and 
Bathsheba gave him the son who brought the kingdom 
to its greatest glory, continued the dynasty, and was 
the ancestor of Christ, because David sincerely con- 
{essed his sin and repented, and had a heart perfect 
toward God. 

What then, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound? God forbid.” We can, however, turn 
over every sin of our lives, by honest repentance and 
confession to God, assured that he can and will cause 
it to work together for good. 

Why, then, should we regard sin with abhorrence? 
Because God does. God can overrule our sin, but he 
can never delight in it (nor in us as sinners), no mat- 
ter what blessed results may, by his grace, be made to 
flow from it. God can find delight in his children 
only when they are “a sweet savor or Christ” unto 
him, not when they walk in sin. If we love God with 
all our heart, our chief joy is to delight him and not 
grieve him by our sin, - 

What about disaster and ruin? Read the Book of 
Job, and find your answer in Job’s spiritual develop- 
ment and his increased understanding of God and fel- 


-lowship with him. Thousands of human lives bear the 


same testimony. Often, indeed, seeming disaster re- 
pare in temporal and material, as well as spiritual, 
good. 

But let none of us seek, by our own efforts, to make 
evil work good. This is possible to God only, and 
any human effort to set things straight will assuredly 
fail. Let us be content to put the evil, whatever it 
may be, within or without,, our own or another’s, 
wholly into God’s hands and rest in his promise that 
“all things work together for good to them that love 


God.” A 








From Members of the 
S. S. T. Radio Class 


The evening before this issue of The Sunday 
School Times closed, the Editor had the privilege of 
teaching, over the air, the first session of The Sun- 
day School Times Radio Bible Class. Further in- 
formation about this Tuesday evening class for the 
study of the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons is given on page 21 in this issue. It should 
be noted that the hour, 7.30 P. M., is Eastern Stand- 
ard Time. 

But even before the first session of the class was 
held the Times had received letters of hearty appre- 
ciation and fellowship from widely separated parts 
of North America. Requests for enrollment in the 
membership of the class have now been received from 
Pennsylvania, Ontario, Connecticut, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, and Minnesota; others had indicated 
their intention of listening in, from Maryland and 
North Carolina. 

The gifted creator of “Little Jetts” and “Say, Fel- 
lows —.” Wade C. Smith, writes from his home in 
Greensboro, N. C.: 


Your radio broadcasting plan is very interesting and 
has vast possibilities of usefulness -—and helpfulness not 
only to thousands of Times readers, but in attracting 
other thousands to the Times charmed circle. 

I have arranged to listen in at seven-thirty on the first 
Tuesday evening. I have no radio, but my next-door 
neighbor has a good one, and we will have a little neigh- 
borhood Sunday School Times party there that night. 
We shall be praying that you may broadcast in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


From Maryland a subscriber writes: 


We have a radio and get jazz aplenty. This is not 
our desire. Why can’t you people tell us every week 
of the Gospel features coming or of the regular ones 
on the air? I am sure The Sunday School Times Fam- 
ily would appreciate it. I shall look forward to Tues- 
day on WRAX. 


There are so many fine religious features now broad- 
cast from many stations throughout North America 
that it would hardly be feasible for any one journal 
to attempt to give this information for a continent- 
wide constituericy. Many churches send out their mes- 
sages through broadcasting stations, and different Bible 
Institutes do the same; daily newspapers give a great 
deal of this information in their radio departments. 


a a Philadelphia subscriber comes this hearty 
word: 


I am glad to see that The Sunday School Times is 
going to broadcast the Sunday-school lessons each week; 
I do not believe they are broadcast from any other 
station in the city, and I am glad to know that WRAX 
(Berachah Church) is going to use its station for this 
purpose; I get some fine singing and sermons from that 
station for which I am thankful. 

I should like to be enrolled in your Radio Class from 
the very beginning, and I hope it will be a great suc- 
cess. Will you enroll my name as a member and send 
me a Certificate of Membership? 


The membership card has been sent to this inquirer, 
and all who wish to listen in Tuesday evenings as 
members of the S. S. T. Radio Bible Class will, upon 
application to The Sunday School Times, be sent a 
numbered Certificate of Membership containing the 
Radio Class Scripture passage and the list of lessons 
for the First Quarter. Anyone may thus be enrolled, 
whether a subscriber to the Times or not. 

From Minnesota comes a weicome letter from a 
Congregational pastor : 


Please enroll me as a member of your Tuesday eve- 
ning Radio Class. I am delighted over this new ven- 
ture on your part. I know that the many readers of 
the Times are praying God’s blessings upon you and 
your efforts to fill the air with the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. ° , 

I wish you would send me about twenty sample copies 
of The Sunday School Times for distribution in my 
church and Sunday-school. 


An old friend of The Sunday School Times, Dr. 
Harriet Bailey Clark, of Albany, N. Y., who has been 
teaching the lessons over the radio for some time past, 
writes this word of welcoming fellowship: 


‘Congratulations on your new venture, the Radio Bible 
Class. I am sure your hearers will enjoy it and be 
helped. It is a wonderful opportunity to be able to 
reach by voice so many at one time 


My International Uniform Sunday School lesson has 
been given over WGY each Friday evening at 6.30 for 
over two years, and I receive hundreds of letters from 
those who are helped and cheered. I have been amazed 
to learn how many, many shut-ins there are who now 
can be reached by the radio, who before were lonely 
and discouraged. One man wrote me, “No more lonely 
evenings!”’ 

I feel that God watches over my big class, and tells 
me each week what each one needs and what te say 
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to help them all. He will be with you to inspire and | 
guide you. q 


Another friend of the Times who has been broad- 
casting Bible lessons for the past two .years is Dr, 
Marion McH. Hull, of Atlanta, Ga., who writes: 


I see that you are to start broadcasting next Tues 
day. I have been doing it for ‘two years now, and have 
had some most wonderful experiences. I believe it is 
one way God has of reaching his ancient people, as I 
have a great many Jews enrolled in my class, which 
now numbers into the thousands. May God richly use 
you in this new sphere of service. 


A student in a theological seminary has expressed 
his appreciation of the Times Radio Class: A group 
met in the home of Mrs. W. H. Griffith Thomas, Phil- 
adelphia, to share in the lesson the first evening. The 
Editor had occasion to quote a definition of “Faith” 
that he had heard from the lips of that great -Bible 
teacher, the beloved Dr. Griffith Thomas, and he-ex- 
pects to pass on more than one nugget of truth from 
this former writer of The Sunday School .Times. Mrs, 
Thomas and her daughter Winifred have enrolled as 


‘members of the class. 


A Missouri reader writes: 


I am a constant reader of The Sunday School Times, 
and would like to join the Radio Class as I feel that I 
would be helped very much in teaching my class. I want 
all the help I can get to make the lesson interesting to 
the young people. 


In broadcasting the Sunday-school lesson teaching 
the Editor includes, from time to time, some of the 
choicest illustrations and other teaching material found 
each week in. the lesson department of the Times. 
He: earnestly hopes that many will take a definite 
prayer responsibility for God’s mighty blessing on 
this work, asking that: God may fulfill, as He. has 
covenanted to do, His words in the promise that has 
been chosen as the Scripture passage of the Sunday 
School Times Radio Bible Class: : 


“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 


‘than your thoughts. 


“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper im 
the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55: 8-11). 


=< 


Marshal Feng Still True 


Christian people doubtless were shocked by a 
newspaper “dispatch appearing the week before Christ- 
mas. with the headline “Feng Abandons Christian 
Faith.” The dispatch stated that missionary circles 
in China were alarmed by reports from the field to 
the effect that Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang was showing 
“distinct signs of having turned anti-Christian”; that 
he was reported “to have discharged all personal 
as well as army chaplains, their places being -taken by 
bally-hooers, who addressed crowds on the street cor- 
ners denouncing Christians and foreigners who in- 
troduced Christianity into China.” 

Reports of this sort, though not so extreme, have 
come from China over and over again in recent years, 
and have always proved to be false. In order to as- 
certain the facts in connection with this latest charge, 
The Sunday School Times on December 22 cabled 
Dr. Jonathan Goforth, in China, as follows: 


Is newspaper cablegram true Feng abandoned Chris- 
tianity cable reply. 


On Christmas Day Dr. Goforth cabled The Sunday 
School Times the terse but reassuring message: 


Report untrue. 


On page 17 of this issue of the Times a missionary 
of the China Inland Mission gives interesting news of 
the autumn concerning. the Chinese Christian General, 
May God’s people everywhere be much in prayer for 
the safeguarding and faithfulness of this leader among 
the Chinese whom God has already so conspicuously 
blessed, and through whom there has been borne such 
a testimony to the Gospel as perhaps had not been 
seen on earth for centuries before. 


vg 


What The Sunday School Times is seeking to, do 
through the every week issue of the paper it is like- 
wise seeking to do in the publishing of books. Back 
of the Book Department of The Sunday School Times 
is the steady purpose to find and to publish books that 
are really needed in the Christian life and in Christian 
service. Descriptive lists of book publications will 
be sent free to those who will address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut. Street, Phila- 
detphia. 
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: Recent Candid Confessions of Science 








Certain generally accepted evolutionary ‘‘facts’’ are seen as mere assumptions . 
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By George McCready Price, M.A. 











tists indulge in candid discussions of their prob- 

lems in a way that .seems much like telling tales 
out of school. Of course, these confessions are never 
made except within the safe precincts of some little 
circle of fellow scientists, though the statements made 
sooner or later find their way into the standard sci- 
entific journals. When a clear-headed scientist,, ac- 
uainted with all the recently discovered facts, in- 

p wr vases in such a spirit of introspection and candid 
confession, he often says things which seem very differ- 
ent from that arrogant tone ef Olympic omniscience 
that one too frequently hears from the modern expo- 
nents of the evolutionary theory. 

A case of this sort occurred in a recent address by 
Professor W. M. Davis, the eminent geographer 
geologist of Harvard University, this address having 
been delivered at the University of California, Febru- 
ary 21, 1925. - 

Dr. Davis began with a comparison of the present 
“somewhat prosaic” meetings of geological societies 
as compared with the more lively and more spectacu- 
lar meetings of similar societies two or three genera- 
tions ago. In the earlier days-of geological study very 
little knowledge had been acquired concerning the ac- 
tual structures and habitats of many important ani- 
mals and plants found as fossils; also very little was 
really known regarding the physics and chemistry of 
the world as a whole. As Dr. Davis expresses it: 

; “That was a time when the scientific imagination, 
not so much hampered as it is now by standardized 
principles, was accustomed to roam with little, re- 
straint over the unexplored fields of geological investi- 
gation; a time when the facts regarding the earth’s 
crust had been gathered from a relatively small part 
of its surface, when a theory was thought to be estab- 
lished if it explained nothing more than the facts which 
it had been invented to explain, and when lively dis- 
cussion as to the merits of rival theories too often de- 
generated into polemical diatribes between rival the- 
orists.” (Science, May 7, 1926.) 

Danger of Theoretical Stagnation 

Dr. Davis goes on to suggest that geologists are in 
danger of getting into a condition of taking things 
for granted, a condition of not being able or willing 
to recognize possibilities outside their accustomed the- 
ories. He says, “Are we not in danger of reaching a 
stage of theoretical stagnation, similar to that of 
physics a generation ago, when its whole realm ap- 
peared to have been explored?” 

Even this danger, however, is not so great as the 
danger of failing to examine those basic principles of 
reasoning on which the whole of modern evolutionary 
geology has been built up. Dr. Davis shows that he 
has at least faced some of these problems, and he 
speaks very candidly regarding the conclusions he has 
reached, ’ 

The very foundation of geology, he says, rests on 
an inference, on the assumption that all the world proc- 
esses of the past went on “in a manner consistent 
with the laws of nature as we know*them now.” He 
proceeds to declare that “we seldom realize the ‘mag- 
nitude of that assumption”; and I quite agree with 
him. For if all the world processes of the, past went 
on always as the operations of nature are now going 
on, then there have never been any miracles since the 
beginnings of the world’s history. Such accounts as 
those of the crossing of the Jordan or the Red Sea, 
and especially the record of a universal Deluge, would 
have to be discarded; for all such stories are plainly 
not “consistent with the laws of nature as we now 
know them.” Obviously, and this point needs to be 
kept in mind constantly, the current system of uni- 
formitarian geology (which is an evolutionary geol- 
ogy) makes as its primary assumption an assertion 
that directly contradicts the Bible record of a great 
world catastrophe, called the Flood, the greatest physi- 
cal miracle that this old world has ever seen, If this 
Bible record of a universal Deluge is true, then the 
prime assumption of the popular system of geology 
must beeradically and fundamentally false. These. two 
ideas are, mutually exclusive. 

But, evolutionary ‘geology does more than merely to 
deny. point-blank the Bible record of a universal 
Deluge. Just as truly and effectually it denies the rec- 
ord of a real Creation. True,*the nebular hypsthesis 
may be as dead as the dodo or the dinosaur ; the plan- 
etesimal* hypothesis may have had its funeral oration 
pronounced before the Royal Society of England by 
Dr. J. H. Jeans; and there may be no other rational- 
istic explanation. forthcoming which can explain the 
origin of our world and of the solar system in terms of 
natural processes. Yet-evolutionary geologists will con- 


BS now and then some of our leading scien- 


tinue to assume that the earth was formed according to ° 


present day natural processes, whether they can explain 


The general public is not aware that scientists 
in the intimacy of their own groups express con- 
siderable lack of confidence in the widely her- 
alded “principles” upon which evolution and its 
kindred theories rest. Professor Price, already 
well ;known to Sunday School Times readers, 
gives the recent statements of a well-known 
scientist on the unstable basis of evolution, and 
shows what such statements mean to those who 
believe the Bible. 

In this connection, Professor Price’s answer to 
the evolutionary theory as set forth in his book, 
“ The Phantom of Organic Evolution” 4$1 -50, post- 
age 12 cents), may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 








how or not. In this blind belief in a naturalistic origin 
of our globe, quite beyond anything that they can even 
speculate about, they further illustrate what Dr. Davis 


calls “the immensely speculative nature of geological 


science.” Yes; “immensely speculative.” That is a 

term; for in at least two very important cases, 
the case of the Flood and that of the original Crea- 
tion, the current evolutionary’ geology directly con- 
tradicts the Bible record. And loyal Christians will 
have no hesitation in deciding which to believe. 

Every student of the rocks who thinks clearly on 
these points tries to make a clear distinction between 
the rocks containing fossils, which were mostly formed 
at the time of the Flood, and those deeper lying recks, 
containing no trace of organic life, which antedate 
the world changes of the Deluge and which we may 
suppose are now in much the same coridition as they 
were when created. Fortunately for the believer in 
the Bible, it is usually as easy to separate these two 
classes of rocks in the field as it is theoretically pos- 
sible to do the same in the library; for there is always 
a clear and very abrupt disconformity between them 
wherever we find the two classes of rocks together, — 
that is, wherever we can find the line of contact be- 
tween them. 

But as evolutionary geologists say that all the strati- 
fied or fossiliferous deposits were made in ways like 
those processes of nature now prevailing, so they pro- 
ject the same principle backward still farther, and de- 
clare that the body of the world itself must have been 
formed in the same naturalistic manner. It is thus 
that evolutionary geologists deny any real Creation 
for the body of the world, or for the rocks below those 
containing fossils. Yet regarding this very point Dr. 
Davis acknowledges that he and his fellow geologists 
cannot prove that these rocks were formed in a natu- 
ralistic way; in other words, they merely assume that 
they were, not created but were formed as rocks are 
now being formed. This is how he expresses it: 

“A philosopher of the would-be absolute school once 
said to me, in effect: ‘You geologists have an easy 
way of solving difficult questions: you account for the 
structures of the earth’s crust by assuming that time 
and processes have been going on for millions and mil- 
lions of years in the past as they go on today; but how 
do you know that time did not begin only a few hun- 
dred thousand years ago after the earth had been sud- 
denly created in imitation of what it would have been 
if it had been slowly constructed in the manner that 
you assume?’ The answer is as easy as the question: 
We do not know; we merely make a pragmatic choice 
between the concept of such an imitative creation, 
which seems to us absurd, and a long and orderly evo- 
iution which seems to us reasonable.” (Science, May 
7, 1926, p. 466.) 

The Abnormal Nature of Fossils 


The candor of this acknowledgment of Dr. Davis 
is quite refreshing; only we wish that he might have 
made an equally candid acknowledgment regarding 
the Strata containing fossils. Of course, no sensible 
person supposes that the Lord deliberately created 
rocks with fossils in them; these fossils are truly 
relics of former animals and plants; the rocks were 
not created with these fossils in them, but must have 
been formed at some time subsequent to the original 
Creation. In the early days of science it was easy 
to assume that these stratified rocks containing fos- 
sils were made in ways similar t0 the manner in which 
sands and clays and limestones are now being formed. 
But for fifty years now scientists have known that 
the bottom of the ocean is not disturbed in any way 
by currents or movements of the water; hence no 
stratified deposits are now being formed at the bottom 
of our present oceans. With the progress of explora- 
tion in all parts of the earth it has been found that 
a large share of the fossiliferous deposits are of a 
distinctly abnormal nature. Here and there all over 


the globe rocks are found containing fossils in most 
extraordinary numbers, giving absolute evidence that 
they must have beens buried by some sort of aqueous 
catastrophe, 

For instance, vertebrate fishes* are often found. in 
prodigious numbers, and it has long been known that 
the oil shales in which.they often occur owe their oily 
nature to the presence of these countless numbers of 
fishes. _ Indeed, an eminent scientist, a professor in 
the University of Pennsylvania, has recently published 
a book entitled “Fishes the Source of Petroleum.” 
This book was published only some thrte years ago 
by the Macmillan Company of New York. While 
personally I think that there are petroleum deposits 
which were formed by remains of other animals, yet 
the author of this book certainly makes out a very 
strong case that most of our great. petroleum deposits 
were made by the burial.and chemical decomposition 
of countless myriads of fishes. 

Just as abnormal conditions could be shown’ for the 
burial of the shellfish, the Crustacea, and indeed of 
all the other forms of life found buried in the rocks. 
“The crust of our globe,” wrote Louis Agassiz, “is 
a great cemetery, where the rocks. are tombstones on 
which the buried dead have written their own epitaphs.” 
Almost invariably we have to acknowledge that the 
record is that of a violent and sudden death, whether 
we deal with the various kinds of the invertebrates, or 
deal with those huge monsters, like the dinosaurs or 
the huge elephants and other tropical animals that 
once .roamed over North America and Europe, or 
whether we deal with those great masses of vegeta- 
tion that went to make up our coal beds. The great 
majority of all these deposits are quite abnormal in 
the enormous numbers of living things that were buried 
together in the various localities, and they are also 
wholly’ abnormal in the exquisite state of preserva- 
tion in which we find these ancient relics of life; both 
of these facts prove that these deposits were made in 
some manner wholly different from those processes 
of nature that are now’ going on, 


When We Frankly Consider the Rocks 


_Now if such a man as Dr, Davis were to express 
himself as candidly regarding these matters as he 
has done regarding the basic structural rocks of the 
globe, he would no doubt say that there is no way 
by which he could prove that these fossiliferous de- 
posits were formed in the quiet, regular manner in 
which deposits of sand or clay or limestone are now 
being made. He would no doubt also acknowledge 
that there is really no way to prove that these vari- 
ous deposits from here and there over the globe oc- 
curred a few at a time during a long series of many 
successive ages, or that geologists can actually prove 
that some of these deposits were made in one age of 
the earth’s history and the others in other ages; for 
all these plants and animals might have been. living 
contemporaneously and might have been destroyed by 
one great sudden world convulsion. Indeed, from the 
evidence that has been gathered during the last gen- 
eration or two, we know that we now have very 
strong evidence to show that these various kinds of 
life did not live in a long series of ages one after the 
other; and we also have equally convincing evidence 
that they were buried in some very abnormal manner. 
The facts along this line have been given in detail in 
the various books by the present writer, such as “The 
New Geology,” and by the still more recent work that 
has just been published, “Evolutionary Geology and 
the New Catastrophism.” 

Geologists are only coroners at large; on every fos- 
siliferous deposit that they find they are under obliga- 
tion to hold an inquest with all the candor and sci- 
entific precision with which a coroner is obliged to 
hold an inquest on a dead body. A coroner might as- 
sume that the man whose bedy he is examining surely 
must have died by natural causes; he might assume 
that all this man’s associates and acquaintances were 
honest and upright men; and he, might further point 
back to the fact that there had never been a suicide 
or a murder in that locality within the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant. But such a uniformitarian assump- 
tion on his part would be childish nonsense if there 
were clear and decisive evidences from the body itself 
that the poor fellow under examination had actually 
met a violent death. A skull all smashed to pieces 
or a half dozen bullet holes through the body would, 
however, be no more conclusive evidence for the cor- 
oner than are those many telltale facts that we find 
in connection with the burial of the fossils. When 
we apply ordinary common sense rules of study to 
these matters, we cannot avoid the conclusion that our 
world must have witnessed some awful aqueous catas- 
trophe in the long ago; and a believer in the Bible 
finds no difficulty in correlating this scientific induc- 
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tion with the events recorded in the seventh and eighth 
chapters of Genesis; while he has the satisfaction of 
knowing that the popular evolutionary theories of 
geology are based on mere assumptions, and that the 
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more candid of the leaders among evolutionary geolo- 

gists acknowledge that they have no way of proving 

these assumptions on which their theories are built, 
Watrorp, ENG, 








What Do We Know About Angels? 


God’s ministering spirits of mercy and judgment 











By Charles C. Smith 














The Bible has more to tell us about angels than most of us realize. Mr. Smith shows the need for a deeper 


knowledge and appreciation of this special order of created beings. 


Especially timely is the consideration of this 


subject as the day rapidly draws near when angels shall play an important and visible part in end-time tribulation 


and judgment. 


A fuller study of what the Word tells us about angels will -be found in Dr. A. C. Gaebelein’s book, ‘‘ The 
Angels of God,’’ which may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1, postage | O cts. 


pressed by the-great activities of angels in the 

affairs of men and nations as ascribed to them 
uy we various writers. From the time of Abraham, 
wild lived about 2000 B. C., to the close of the New 
‘lestament period, about A. D. 100, angels are rep- 
resented as frequently manifesting themselves to men, 
and the realization of their presence was indeed vivid. 
But today a reference to angels is rare save as one 
speaks of some Bible incident. 

Why this change? For one thing there is a ten- 
dency to rule out of human life all that suggests the 
supernatural, and therefore the tendency, consciously 
or not, to attribute all occurrences to natural causes. 
Yet, on the other hand, those who fully believe in the 
supernatural give angels no more place in their talk 
and thinking than do others. It may be that this 
change is due in part to the emphasis that in this age 
is being given to the Holy Spirit, and to the insistence 
that it is one’s privilege to have continuous fellowship 
with God. Even so, it may be that we are the losers 
by our lack of the sense of the presence of God’s 
angels, 

‘The importance of the doctrine of angels is seen in 
the large place assigned to them in God’s Word. Pro- 
fessor John R.-Sampey of the Louisville Baptist Sem- 
inary says: “Of the thirty-nine books in the Old 
Testament sixteen expfessly refer to angels, and sev- 
eral other books contain the doctrine without using the 
word ‘angel.’ For the study of angelology the most 
important books are Genesis, Exodus, Judges, Psalms, 
Daniel, and Zechariah, Angels are referred to by 
name in seventeen of the twenty-seven books in the 
New Testament, and the doctrine is implied in others. 
Angelology receives large space in Matthew, Luke, 
Acts, Hebrews, and Revelation.” 

What is the nature of angels? Undoubtedly they 
are spiritual beings. “Are they not all ministering 
spirits?” (Heb. 1:14.) They have not flesh and blood, 
but their bodies are such that at times they are visible 
to humans. Moreover, they seem to be without sex 
distinction, certainly neither marrying nor being given 
in marriage. They are invariably referred to in the 
masculine gender, and are always shown to be great 
in power and might, never being represented in the 
Bible as weak and effeminate. Again, they are now 
in a state of confirmed holiness, though they once were 
in a state of probation, and were all put to a test of 
some kind, with the twofold result that some fell, 
while the remainder stood the test, thus passing into 
permanent holiness, as may be inferred from the fre- 
quent references to the “holy angels.” “For if God 
spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and committed them: to pits of darkness, 
to be reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). “And 
angels that kept not their own principality, but left 
their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting 
bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day” (Jude 6). Among these spiritual beings there 
are gradations in their ranks, the several classes be- 
ing distinguished by the names of angels, archangels, 
cherubim, and seraphim. Perhaps all have individual 
names, but only two of them are given in the Bible, 
those of Michael and Gabriel. 

As to the number of these celestial beings we have 
no means of knowing, but we are told that it is very 
great. Elisha saw the mountains about the ancient 
city of Dothan full of horses and chariots of fire. In 
Gethsemane, after Jesus had been arrested, and when 
Peter had cut off a man’s ear, the Lord told his im- 
pulsive disciple to put up his sword, adding, “Think- 
est thou that I cannot beseech my Father, and he shall 
even now send me more than twelve legions of angels?” 
(Matt. 26:53.) John, on Patmos, said that in the 
vision given him he “heard a voice of many angels 
round about the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” (Rev. 
5:11). The Greek has this last clause “and myriads 
and myriads.” 

Perhaps we are more interested in the employment 
or functions of the angels than in their nature or num- 
bers. Generally speaking we may say that their work 
is to serve or do service. -“‘Are they not all minis- 
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‘a little child.” 





tering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of 
them that shall inherit salvation?” (Heb. 1:14.) They 
are the servants of God, their function being to carry 
mto effect his will. Each of the seraphim of Isaiah’s 
vision had three pairs of wings, and with one pair 
each was flying about the throne of God, seemingly ‘in- 
dicating their readiness to do the service or bidding 
of God. One phase of God's service that angels per- 
form is to bear his messages. Both the Hebrew and 
the Greek words translated “angel” mean simply “mes- 
senger.” It was an angel who confided to Gideon 
God’s plan for him to be the deliverer of Israel from 
the oppression of the Midianites; it was angels who 
revealed to Daniel the marvelous messages that are 
recorded in the book that bears his name. An angel 
told Zacharias of the coming birth of John the Bap- 
tist; an angel announced both to Mary and Joseph 
that Mary would be the mother of the world’s Re- 
deemer; an angel directed the praying Cornelius to 
send for Peter, who would show him the way of: sal- 
vation; and it was an angel who brought the message 
of God to Philip, directing him to leave his work in 
the great city and go to the desert, there to talk to 
One man, , 

Those who are the heirs of salvation are the objects of 
angelic service (Heb. 1: 14). Our Lord, in warning the 
disciples against causing little ones to stumble, said, 
“Their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
who is in heaven” (Matt. 18: 10). Many Bible interpre- 
ters hold that “little ones” here means babes in Christ, 
or those who have just begun to follow him. Others, 
however, believe that Jesus meant “children,” in whose 
behalf angels minister. “Our Lord has lifted the cur- 
tain for a moment to put men on guard not to harm 
Part of the drapery of. the story of 
the rich man and Lazarus indicates that the souls of 
God's children are, at death, borne to the heavenly 
home by angels; and when the Son of Man comes on 
the clouds of heaven it is angels whom he will send 
to gather “his elect ... from one end of heaven to 
the other” (Matt. 24:31). When the King comes to 
judge the nations he will be accompanied by the entire 
retinue of his angels. “When the Son of man shall 
come : his glory, and all the angels with him” (Matt. 
26° 31). 

While the work of the Holy Spirit with humans is 
perhaps altogether spiritual, that of the angels seems 
to be limited to physical service. Angels laid hold 
of Lot and led that lingering child of God out of the 
doomed city; it was an angel who delivered Peter out 
of prison the night before the day set for his execu- 
tion. When Elijah was tired out and weak from hun- 
ger it was an angel who bade him sleep, and then fed 
him on food which this heavenly messenger had pre- 
pared. Isaiah, speaking of Israel’s journey through 
the wilderness, said, “The angel of his presence saved 
them” (63:9), thus interpreting Exodus 23:20: “Be- 
hold, I send an angel before thee, to keep thee by the 
way, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared.” Then the Psalmist finely said: “The angel 
of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them” (Psa. 34:7). 

he angels who exercise such a loving watch over 
the Lord’s own are also the executioners of God’s 
wrath. The first knowledge of the angels is gathered 
from the angry light of the flaming sword that guarded 
the entrance to the garden of Eden. The slaying of 
the first-born in the land of Egypt is represented as 
the work of the destroying angel. When a sin of 
David’s brought punishment upon the people, God made 


_use of the sword of an angel to slay thousands of 


Israelites. When the great army of Sennacherib en- 
circled Jerusalem, descending on that city as “a wolf 


‘on the fold,” it was,by an angel that God delivered 


it, using him to slay in one night 185,000 Assyrians. 
And we are told that at the end “the Son of man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that cause stumbling, and them that 
do iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace of 
fire” (Matt. 13:41, 42): 

The vision with which the Book of Daniel closes 
is probably a portrayal of the participation of angels 
in the struggles of earth’s nations. Am angel appeared 
to Daniel on the banks of the river Euphrates, and 
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said to him: “Fear not, Daniel; for from the first 
day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and 
to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard: and I am come for thy words’ sake, But the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days; but, le, Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me: and I was not needed [margin] with 
the kings of Persia’ (Dan. 10:12, 13). ‘Then the 
shining one adds: “And now will I return to fight 
with the prince of Persia: and when I go forth, lo, 
the prince of Greece shall come” (v. 20). (The ear- 
nest student will here like to study Dan. 10:1 to 12: 
13.) Further quoting Professor Sampey: “It would 
seem that already in the Book of Daniel the theory of 
a patron angel receives definite recognition. It is not 
the human king of Persia with whom Michael and the 
shining one had their encounter, but rather the patron 
angel or prince of the kingdom of Persia. Michael 
appears as the champion of Israel, the warrior angel 
who fights Israel’s battles in heavenly places. Per- 
haps Isaiah 24: 21: ‘And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that Jehovah will punish the host of the high 
ones on high, and the kings of the earth upon the 
earth’ refers to angelic leaders corresponding to the 
kings of the various nations. Paul more than once 
refers to the principalities in heavenly places. He 
affirms that Christ made a show of them openly, tri- 
umphing ‘over them in it. Neither angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers can separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Nowhere in the Bible is there warrant for the atti- 
tude of extreme indifference to angels that exists 
among Christians today; and, as far as revelation goes, 
we may well believe that these heavenly messengers 
and servants are as active in behalf of God’s children 
in this age as they were in Bible times. May there 
not well be a more general recognition of the helpful 
ministry of these mighty beings on the part of those 
who shall “inherit salvation” ? 

Wrnpsor, N. C. 
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If I Were a Layman’s Wife 


By the Wife of a Minister 


F I were a layman’s wife, I would get information. 

I wouid consider it an insult to the faith I professed 

mot to know the fundamental principles on which 
the teachings of my church were based. It is not un- 
common to hear women, well informed on other sub- 
jects, confess they cannot “give reason for the hope 
that is within them.” They have become members of 
a certain religious body because it.has been the family 
choice for generations, or for convenience, maybe for 
economy’s sake, the congregation being near, and the 
family can just “step over,” thereby saving enough 
Not infrequently it 
is found that churches are chosen for the social pres- 
tige they may bring. Such lax church relationship 
could not exist if serious and conscientious informa- 
tion guided the choosing. I would inform myself on 
the history of the denomination of my choice. I would 
know where this denomination was strong, and where 
weak, and why. At least one of my church papers 
should come as regularly to my library table as the 
magazines of my choice, and should be as diligently 
read, and its contents often made the subject of con- 
versation in the home circle. 

I would inform myself on the work of the local 
congregation. I would not be content to be in the 
church and not of the church. In no other organization 
can this be better obtained than in the Ladies’ Aid. 
Not because of the old, threadbare accusation of the 
gossip among its members, but because it must keep 
informed to perform its mission. Its Social Committee 
can tell you of the strangers within the gate, and how 
long they will remain. Whether they have coine to 
educate their children or to establish a manufacturing 
business! The Sick Committee can inform one whether 
there is a scourge of whooping cough, measles, or 
smallpox among the members! Where the invalid, 
the infirm, and the lonely may be found, and whether 
a bunch of flowers or a bowl of soup would be the more 
acceptable. Its Charity Committee can point to “pov- 
erty lane’ where want cries so constantly that any 
gift bestowed would find an acceptable | g place. 
Its Finance Committee can rather proudly declare the 
depleted condition of the treasury, knowing the society 
that hoards its money loses sight of its object. This 
committee, however, can tell you of the Ways and 
Means Committee that is constantly planning, working, 
and replenishing. het 

I would, therefore, become a member of the Ladies 
Aid. And I would place my_name on the list. that 
could be depended upon. If I served on the Social 
Committee, I would meet and greet the stranger, re- 
gardless of what the sister who prided herself on her 
reserve and aloofness might say of my forwardness. 

I would make my visits to the sick’a real pleasure 
to myself, hoping thereby to impart the same to them, 
for the sick as a rule are quick to detect “duty calls.’ 

I would have a “charity box” into which discarded 
clothing, books, and toys should find their way for 
the emergency call. The most insignificant articles 
sometimes carry more happiness into “poverty lane” 
than the necessities of life. The most valued gift I 
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ever bestowed was, a little hand-mirror that had found 
its way to the garret. With this went some service- 
able articles of real value, but none received the de- 
voted attention given the little mirror! 

I would not let my failures burden others. I would 
enter into the methods of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, and even though these were not what I thought 
best, I would give them my support. My time to serve 
on this committee will doubtless come, and I should 
want the Golden Rule applied then, and I could not 
withhold it now and expect it in return if I did not 
adopt it myself. ae : 

I would join the Missionary Society. Nothing 
broadens and develops like the study of missions. I 
would devote as much time to the preparation of a 
paper to be presented to the society as I would to one 
to be presented to my club. If I were appointed to lead 
the meeting I would not stand before the members 
on the appointed day and confess I had forgotten until 
I heard it from the pulpit. I would as a 
member do all in my power to make the meetings in- 
teresting, entertaining, and uplifting, and when they 
fell short of this I would seek in a tactful way to 
remedy the cause, and keep them on a high intellectual 
and spiritual plane. . 

I would contribute to missions. I would count it 
a privilege to answer the calls that sometimes seem 
‘to crowd upon one another, but I would lay by, at 
least, the widow's mite for each, appreciating this en- 
larging influence within my own life, as well as the 
opportunity it afforded of doing good to others. 

I would not let my social and household duties con- 
flict with my church duties. I would not entertain on 
the days my church societies met, nor on prayer-meet- 
ing evenings. There would doubtless come times when 
I should be compelled to accept an invitation for these 
dates, but a courteous explanation of my absence should 
be sent to the president of the society. I would not 
invite guests for the week which I knew had been set 
apart as the Week of Prayer, if their coming would 
prevent my attending, nor would I arrange to have 
sewing or housecleaning done during this time. My 
household should conform to the schedule of the church 
as far as possible, for I would recognize this had been 
arranged for the convenience of the majority. 

I would give of my talents to the church. If musical, 
and an organist was needed, there I would be found. 
If I possessed a good voice I would make an offering 
of it, and my place in the choir should never be vacant 
because certain other voices therein chanced to carry 
with them individuals whom I could not recognize 
socially. 

I would make myself capable of assisting in the 
Sunday-school work. I would me a member of 
the Teacher-Training Class, and when the call came to 
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serve as teacher, I would give of my best to the grand- 
est work the church offers. There are many methods 
I would use in my class work, but an enumeration of 
these would be a digression. I would show a willing- 
ness to render the superintendent any assistance pos- 
sible, and when a request came to superintend or assist 
with special exercises I would rise to the occasion 
rather than that the work should fall upon some al- 
ready overtaxed worker, even though I knew the super- 
intendent’s wife had been the choice of the committee, 
and was far more capable than I, but had refused be- 
cause she did not enjoy church work! 

I would be a friend to the young people. The Young 
People’s Society should never go begging for a place 
to hold its social(gatherings, as it has done in, churches 
with memberships of five and six hundred. My home 
should be open to them, and my welcome so cordial 
and gracious that they would be eager to return. I 
would endeavor to make them feel free to come to me 
for advice, and to realize they had in me a sympathetic 
friend. 

I would be a friend to the minister’s family. I would 
make them feel I was looking for the best, and not 
for flaws to criticize. They should find in me at all 
times an interested friend in the problems they must 
meet. There would doubtless be many things about 
them I would like to change. In fact, I might desire 
a change altogether, but I would not make these things 
the subject of public conversation, nor would I men- 
tion them in the presence of my children. I would 
not let my likes and-dislikes go too far in regulating 
my support of the minister’s work. I would not use 
deception. If the family was congenial to me I would 
cultivate them. If not, they should receive at all 
times the kindly, courteous consideration due them as 
servants of the church and citizens of the town. I 
would shudder to say, “They think I am their best 
friend,” when I had been busy dissecting them, and 
bringing to light all the cancerous faults to eat away 
any possible good they might accomplish. I would 
strive to eliminate this “Judas branch” from my fam- 
ily tree, as well as that branch which leans toward 
minister worship. 

These are some of the things I would do if I were 
a layman’s wife, taking the church and the organiza- 
tions as I found them. What I would attempt in a 
reforming way is material for a volume. But unlike 
the minister’s wife, who today is and tomorrow is 
not, whose work of necessity must be of a transient 
nature, who sows for another’s reaping, the layman’s 
wife may continue with the same problems until they 
are solved. She may continue working toward the 
achievement of her ideals until she is rewarded not 
only with the fragrance of theeblossom, but with the 

fullness of the rich, ripe fruit of her labors. 
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Keeping Up Interest Among Beginners 


By Nell Beach Yohe 














In The Sunday School Times of July 10, 1926, Miss Yohe told how a Sunday-school was lifted out of a 
rut by a live Beginners Department. She now tells how to hold the ground gained, and how to maintain the 
interest in a department seldom thought of as an attendance builder for the whole school. 


O PLAN a successful Beginners Class one should 

create, as it were, an atmosphere or a background 
for his work, just as a painter does for his picture, 
A part of this atmosphere is the planning for the con- 
tinuous interest and the sincere co-operation of the 
mothers, for if you cannot do this your work is as 
naught. 

It takes time and patience for the mothers to get 
young children ready and either bring them to the class 
or send them by an older child. There is also the 
problem of their return home. If the children are 
eager to attend and the mother is willing to see to 
their attendance, your problem is one-third solved. The 
following suggestions are written for the purpose of 
helping the small town Beginners superintendents, and 
are not given as a solution for the more complicated 
city problems. 

The first requisite, after you have your room and 
supplies insorder, is the choosing of two assistants. It 
is best to choose them from the high school ranks, en- 
thusiastic young girls with a love of children and who 
are not afraid of extra work. 

Your first assistant should be able to tell a story 
that will hold the children’s interest, and one should 
see that she has the opportunity to practice this gift. 
One Sunday of each month have her take charge of 
the story hour, and never, never criticize her methods 
before either the mothers or the children, but keep a 
note book with you and jot down comments on her 
work, not. forgetting the favorable as well as the un- 
favorable things. -A few minutes talk with her after 
the lesson is over will fix the corrections in her mind. 
This same training will become valuable to her for 
times when you cannot be there. 

By this time your first assistant will have her roll 
arranged-in alphabetical order, also a revised list of 
the children’s names and addresses. The three of you 
will have copies of this visiting fist in order to arrange 





your visiting day for once in every three months. A 
short stay is best for busy mothers, stressing how 
much you appreciate her getting Johnny or Susie ready 
for Sunday-school and what a help they are to you, 
either in singing or listening. 

If one has thirty children, that would mean ten calls 
for each of you every three months,—it is not so 
formidable as it at first seems. Make your lists pre- 
gressive, and on the next visiting day take another 
list, until you will have covered the entire list in nine 
months. The first assistant should also hand you each 
week the list of children who have not been present for 
two Sundays, that you may either call them up by 
telephone or send a card. Sending postal cards, with 
a personal message, is about the easiest and cheapest 
method of keeping in touch with the children that I 
know of. Tell Johnny in what particular way you 
miss him and that you do hope he can be present for 
some special feature of the next lesson. 

Your second assistant should have charge of the 
door, seat the children, remove necessary wraps, and 
above all, give a cordial welcome and invitation to the 
visiting mothers bringing their children for the first 
time. Six chairs placed in the rear for the mothers 
is a good investment for continued interest, and the 
privilege has never been abused in my case. The sec- 
ond assistant should also have charge of the collection, 
be able to play the piano, and lead the singing. Sing- 
ing gives a chance to work off excess energy and to 
stretch cramped muscles. One marching song, if one 
has room, helps wonderfully toward a good listening 
attitude. You will perhaps be wondering by this time 
where your part comes in, but you will find that the 
general supervision and the lesson preparation are 
enough in themselves. 

One should make it a rule to read over the lesson 
early inethe week, then give perhaps half an hour the 
next day to all the helpful hints on the lesson that are 
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available. As you are busy about your daily work, 
plan out your story step by step for the sand table. 

A program outline will simplify matters. A copy 
of this should be handed to your second assistant, that 
she may arrange the music for her songs. This brings 
~ down to half an hour before the beginning of your 
esson. 

While your assistants are arranging the chairs, the 
roll book, the cards and papers, let your part be to see 
that there is the proper ventilation. Poor ventilation 
is one cause for lack of interest and attention on the 
part of the children during your story hour. I have 
seen children listen to an interesting story with a list- 
less, apathetic air that was most discouraging, all be- 
cause of a warm, overcrowded room. These same 
children may be awakened to renewed interest by the 
opening of windows and the singing of a joyous song, 
in which they stand on tiptoe and stretch their tiny 
hands upward like flying birds. 

Before the lesson arrange the articles you need to 
illustrate your story on a tray and carry the tray over 
to the sand table, placing it on a chair and molding the 
sand according to your wishes. You will notice that 
this method conserves your energy and necessitates 
only one trip to the supply cupboard. 

Every six months, or at least once a year, arrange 
a social hour for the mothers, either in the church 
parlors or at your home. If one knows a friend who 
has made a trip to the Holy Land, to Egypt, Greece, 
Italy, or any of the old world countries whose history 
is interwoven into that of the Bible, one may en- 
joy a most successful and interesting program. A 
table of curios is always welcomed in connection with 
a talk. If such a speaker is not available, in this day 
of auto travel, one should have no difficulty in finding 
a person willing to tell of his or her interesting expe- 
riences. Limit yourself to a fifteen-minute talk, in 
which you outline your future plans and the ways in 
which the mothers can co-operate with you. 

The serving of simple refreshments, such as tea, 
small cakes, and candied orange peel at a beautifully 
decorated tea table adds much to the homegoing effect. 


MoNoONGABELA, Pa. 


More News About Marshal Feng 


. THE Sunday School Times of November 20 and 
27 was given the latest news then received by the 
Times concerning China’s Christian Army and its re- 
markable leader Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang. Further 
information has now come from Mrs, J. S. Fiddler of 
the China Inland Mission, located at Ningsiafu, Kan- 
suh, China. On September 24, 1926, Mrs. Fiddler 
wrote: 

“A week ago last Sunday our church was full of 
Christian soldiers. Nearly all carry pocket Testa- 
ments or Bibles and hymn books, They have power- 
ful voices, are very courteous and industrious, and 
neither smoke nor drink. Two young officers put quite 
a liberal donation in the plate for the church. ; 

“Feng Yu-hsiang the Christian marshal has been in 
Uh-uen-hsien for the last two weeks. That city is 
two days from here by motor. He and a number of 
leaders are holding a conference regarding China. 
Feng Yu-hsiang said that we must get back all we 
have lost. If this is so, then there will be heavy fight- 
ing. Please pray for the Christian marshal that he 
may be guided aright.” r 

Another letter, written in October, 1926, bears this 
comment: 

“Just now, we have in the city General Chang, 
Marshal Feng’s successor when he went to Russia. 
Now that Feng Yu-hsiang has returned, General 
Chang wishes to retire and become a pastor to the sol- 
diers. He is a true Christian and has given away some 
thousands of Bibles, Testaments, and hymn _ books. 
Every Bible and Testament is stamped in large gold 
characters, ‘The World’s Great Book.’ He has a little 
boy named Samuel. I saw him at a feast with his 
mother at the Official Residence. Please pray for him 
and the Christian officers and Chinese pastors of the 
army. , 

“We heard today that Marshal Feng has joined up 
with the Southern Army, with its 12,000 soldiers, and 
that he will do his utmost to get peace and order. 
The condition of China is sad, yet, amid it all, we 
know that the Lord is working out his purposes. 

“It is said by some that the Southern Army is Bol- 
shevic. There are three million Mohammedans in 
Kansuh, they of course could never become Bolshevics, 
Everything in this land points to the speedy return 
of our Lord.” ; 

Shall we not indeed pray as never before for China, 
that God’s purposes may be worked out in her, and 
especially for Marshal Feng and his officers and for 
the Christian Army, that they may be kept true to the 
Word and so yielded to Christ that they may be clean 
channels of much blessing to that needy land? Shall 
we not also remember the missionaries of the Cross 
who are faithfully proclaiming the whole Gospel, that: 
they may be protected from harm and be given free 
course throughout the length and breadth of the land? 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. A catalogue sent on request. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


This department appears in the second issue of each month 

















‘igaro has been publishing a symposium of the 

opinions of living French men. of science regard- 
mg science and religion. Various of these utterances 
are remarkable. Thus M. Fichot, an eminent hydro- 
graphist and known for his studies of tides, says, “We 
have seen theories, accepted without dissent, crumble 
as empires crumble. Of the whole beautiful edifice, 
built solidly ‘on great and accepted principles, of which 
the science of the closing nineteenth century boasted, 
there remains now nothing but ruins. Theories dis- 
appear before new theories. The electromagnetic na- 
ture of matter, the spontaneous disintegration of 
atoms, the absurdities of relativity, finally the discon- 
certing revelation of the discontinuity of all natural 
phenomena, in violently shocking our accepted ideas, 
have definitely ruined the self-asserted authority of 
‘common sense philosophy’ and laid bare the insignifi- 
cance of Voltairean persiflage.” 

M. Emile Picard, secretary of the Academy of 
Sciences, says of the earlier optimist. opinion to the 
effect that there is a general convergence of discov- 
ery, and that we are approaching gradually a goal of 
unity. in knowledge, “This belief has been fecund and 
has sustained generations of seekers in their researches, 
but it is, without doubt, a chimera. Our scientific 
theories succeed one another with a disconcerting ra- 
pidity. Our idea of natural law has enormously 
changed in fifty years. Calculation of probabilities 
now plays a great role in the physical sciences. From 
this point of view natural laws seem to have a quality 
of probability and not the rigidity known to our 
fathers. Fluctuations can happen in long periods and 
it is not impossible that the world may some day drop 
backward again.” 

These somber calculations regarding the future of 
human knowledge are quite frequently expressed in 
this symposium. M. Lecornu, a physicist of distinction 
and inspector of mines, quotes the saying of the great 
mathematician Henri Poincaré, “Science knows the 
indicative but not the imperative. Consequently it is 
powerless to found any system of morality. The real- 
ity back of the laws of the universe escapes it. What 
is matter, what are time and space, what is life? Is 
thought, as M. Poincaré believed, the only reality?” 


Quotations from Professor Martcinkovsky ap- 
peared in this department some months ago. An ac- 
count of his life and present activities is given by 
Miss Griffiths in the Harvest Field. 

This gifted and devoted servant of Christ, who is 
now evangelizing among the students of Prague, was 
born in Russia and educated at the University of St. 
Petersburg. He is a master of many languages, in 
fact a philologist by profession. In 1904, he was con- 
verted through the influence of Baron Nicolay, and 
socn after became active in Bible circles among the 
students of Moscow. 
a colporteur visiting prisons and factories, tramping 
from village to village in workman's garb. Later, he 
abandoned a good government position to labor among 
young men and for twelve years preached the Gospel 
to students in Russian universities and technical 
schools, 

When Bolshevism took religion out of the day 
schools, he organized several Sunday-schools with 
three hundred street children in each. He also stood 
up stoutly in defense of Christ against the atheist 
propaganda of the authorities and in this way drew 
upon himself their hate. They arrested him and con- 
fined him in a foul prison for seven months where, 
however, he was able to hold services twice a week 
for the prisoners. Later he was sentenced to exile and 
went to Prague. In this city he is preaching to the 
thousands of Czechish, Russian, and Jewish students 
and holding, from time to time, conferences for stu- 
dents in Germany, Finland, Lithuania, Poland, and 
other countries of Eastern Europe. 

He has prepared literature for the peoples of East- 
ern Europe, which he is well able to do, as he speaks, 
in addition to Russian, English, French, German, 
Ukrainian, Polish, Serbian, and Czechish. This liter- 
ature is such as students, peasants, Jews, Catholics, 
socialists, and other classes need. Prague is the cheap- 
est place in Europe for its publication. Thus for the 
printing of five thousand copies of one of his bock- 
lets only $100 is needed and ten thousand copies can 
be produced for very little in addition. But Professor 
Martcinkoysky is unable to print for lack of funds. 


The New Jesuit Saint.—The great Roman Catholic 
demonstration in Chicago last summer was the pen- 
dant to one that took place during the jubilee year 
in Rome the preceding summer. The latter was staged, 
with German Protestantism in view, as the Eucharistic 
Coneress to impress American Protestantism. Canis- 
jus, the hammer of heretics, “the second apostle to 


Piper ha Among Scientists.—The Paris paper 
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He also spent much time as’ 
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Germany,” St. Boniface being the first, was declared 
a saint, and glorified as the one whose spirit and 
method would yet bring Germany, the cradle of the 
Reformation, back to Rome. In the degree of the 
Congregation of Rites concerning him it was said: 

“The omnipotent and merciful God raised him up in 
order that, armed with a two-edged sword, he might 
dedicate himself to battle with spreading heresy. God 
himself had determined that this mission of Canisius 
should be recognized from the circumstance of his 
birth-time. For he was born at Nymwegen (Hol- 
land) in the very year in which Luther broke loose 
in open rebellion agdinst the church and in which 
Loyola abandoned the world to dedicate himself to 
fight the battles of the Lord.” 

In the Church of the Gesu in Rome, the head seat 
of Jesuitism, Mgr. Salotti, “sotto promotore della fede,’ 
delivered the address in honor of Canisius, the leader 
of the Counter-Reformation, devoting most of his 
time to venomous attacks on Luther, the central figure 
of the Reformation, The Reformer was a monster 
of hell who dragged virgin souls out of the cloisters 
to defile them, an enemy of civilization, making the 
Germans a cruel and wicked people. At the command 
of God Canisius sprang at the monster’s throat and 
enchained him, and so on, in the usual vein of Ultra- 
montane denigration. On the altar of Ignitius Loyola 
in this very church, a gigantic woman figure is seen 
trampling under foot the Satanic and evil figures of 
Luther and Calvin. 

Nymwegen in Holland was the birthplace of Canis- 
ius, or Peter de Hondt, as his name was in Dutch 
(“Peter the hound!” One thinks of the name by which 
those persecutors of the Middle Ages, the Dominicans, 





Eugenics or Regeneration? 





The American Eugenics Society has a 
“sub-committee for co-operation with clergy- 
men,” which has offered prizes of five hun- 
dred, three hundred, and two hundred dol- 
lars for the best three sermons on eugenics, 
the subject of said sermons to be presented 
before July 1, 1927. 


One can speak only with praise of such 
efforts as the Better Babies Campaign and 
its complement the Campaign for Fitter 
Families as well as of the purely technical 
work of the Association. But the mission 
of the church of Christ is concerned with 
better birth in another sense, that inner birth 
without which no man can see the kingdom 
of God, however well born he may be 
physically. It should not be diverted from 
this its essential mission by anything else 
however good in itself, 











went, —Domini Canes, “the Lord’s Hounds”). Now 
Nymwegen is to Holland what Lexington Common 
is to us Americans,— the symbol of resistance to 
oppression, for it was in Nymwegen that the Dutch 
Calvinists starved and endured through long months 
of a terrible siege at the hands of Spanish Cath- 
olics. It is significant that it ig ‘just in this place 
that Rome has established her new university for the 
eventual conquest of Dutch Protestantism. 


The Program That Loyola Sent to Canisius.—In 
the early years of his activity, this German Jesuit, 
Canisius, addressed himself to the head of the order, 
no other than Loyola himself, for instructions as to 
the methods that he should use for the driving through 
of the Counter-Reformation in Germany. A- complete 
program was outlined for him in reply. A few sen- 
tences will show its character. One should remember 
that one saint is writing to another! 

“In the council of kings no heretics should be tol- 
erated. It would be highly profitable that no heretic 
should hold office in the government of provinces as 
magistrates or in any other capacity. 

“From the very time that any one is suspected of 
heresy, he should be debarred from all office. If some 
examples were made, either by death penalty or banish- 
ment or confiscation of goods, in order to show that in 
matters of religon we are in earnest, the remedy would 
be the more effective. 

“In the University of Vienna and elsewhere as soon 


Scuba 


as any Official or professor comes into bad reputation 
among Roman Catholics, he should be removed from 
his position. The same policy should be used toward 
all private teachers. In private colleges all suspects 
are to be removed. 

“Severe punishment should be meted out to those 
publishers who print heretical books. 

“No priests or confessors are to be tolerated who 
do not have in the matter of heresy an unspotted repu- 
tation. They are immediately to be deprived of their 
livings. 

“Heretical preachers are to be treated with banish- 

ment or prison, in many cases with the death penalty. 
I will not suggest the introduction of the Inquisition 
since that does not accord with present German feel- 
ing. 
“Whoever calls heretics ‘Evangelicals’ shall pay a 
fine, that Satan may not rejoice in the enemies of the 
Gospel and the cross of Christ, usurping a name not 
according with facts.” 

And so on! 

Peter the Hound lived up to his instructions. The 
Reformation was “hammered” out of existence in Ba- 
varia and Austria and the Rhine Country. He re- 
ceived his reward as canonized saint in 1925, and one 
would not be surprised if the papal grant of funds for 


. the establishment of the Dutch university in his native 


town could be traced, in the last analysis, to Irish- 
American pocketbooks, — at least in part. 


The Theology of Crisis.—Professor Krueger of 
Giessen gives in the current Harvard Theological Re- 
view a sketch of “the theology of crisis,” the anti- 
modernist theology that is developing in Germany at 
the present time. Some mention was made in this 
survey of Professor Barth of Goettingen, the leader 
of this theological movement. Professor Brunner of 
Zurich is quoted by Krueger as one who not merely 
disregards the current rationalist theology-but exposes 
it unsparingly. 

“Revelation,” says Brunner, “is something that hap- 
pened only once, here and heré only in Christ, then and 
only then. It is he and only he.” “The God of the 
Old Testament is unquestionably the presupposition of 
the Gospel revelation.” “God alone is God and man 
is never in any sense God, too; and there is no transi- 
tion from one to the other. There is no point where 
the finite merges into the infinite, for the finite is not 
capable of the infinite. Therefore revelation is not a 
continuation of nature or creation, not the blossom 
or kernel of humanity, not the culmination of evolu- 
tion. . . but the interruption of continuity, the intrusion 
of the utterly dissimilar, in a word it is a miracle. It 
is the paradox against which nature and reason rebel, 
. - thinker foolishness, to the moralist a stumbling- 

lock,’ 

Goethe wrote to Lavatar, “You say you can find 
nothing more beautiful than the Gospel. I find thou- 
sands of pages written by men favored of God both 
in ancient and modern times which are quite as beau- 
tiful and quite as useful and indispensable to human- 
ity.’ There speaks the typical Modernist without in- 
deed specifying (he would find it impossible so to do) 
any work that can recreate souls and purify societies 
as the Bible does. It is such interpretations, as 
Krueger tells us, that Barth and Brunner and Gogarten 
would replace with the interpretations of the Re- 
gormers. Their theology is theocentric as that of the 
self-styled moderns is anthropocentric. God alone 
speaks out of the Bible, not man or even God in man. 
For these theologians, “and their host of associates and 
disciples,” the great declaration of the prologue to 
John’s Gospel reads in the present tense, “The Word 
was made flesh and dwells among us and we behold 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” ~ ; 


Branner ridicules the couleur de rose notions of 
humanitarianism and social evolution. “The beauti- 
ful culture-optimism on which the theology of all 
modern theologians rests has,” he tells us, “become an 
object of merited scorn .to a society robbed of its illu- 
sions.” To Barth “the real thing in religion is man’s 
horror of himself.”- Certainly that is the starting 
point of redemption. Naturally. then, “to speak of 
God is a totally different thing from speaking of man 
in somewhat lofty language.” But this last is just 
what they do in a very: large number of American the- 
ological seminaries. “With these words,” justly re- 
marks Professor Krueger, “war, uncompromising war, 
is declared against a point of view that is fundamental 
in scientific German theology, particularly in so-called 
modern theology.” Between the temporal works of 
man and the eternal works of God, between this side 
and the other, between culture and genuine religion, 
there is a radical difference. “Religion is not the soul 
of culture,” says Gogarten, “it is the crisis, that is 
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Lesson for January 23 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 


the judgment or doom of culture. Religion is any- 
thing but what the enlightenment, idealism, and mod- 
ern liberal Protestantism think it to be, namely, the 
crown and fuifiilment of true humanity. On the con- 
trary it is according to Gogarten “the point at which, 


‘not man’s health, but his sickness (that 1s, sin, the 


thing which separates us from God) becomes mani- 


fest; where, not the harmony, but the discord of all 
‘things begins to sound; not where culture is estab- 


lished, but rather where, together with its partner bar- 
barism, it is most emphatically called in question,” 


The Church of Rome Dwells on a Dead Christ.— 


‘It does not enter into the full joy of redemption. It 


claims to repeat the sacrifice of Golgotha daily, for- 
getting the great words, “It is finished.” At present 
in the little village of Konnersreuth, in Bavaria, lies a 
Catholic girl, Therese Neumann, emaciated and suf- 
fering, who visualizes and exemplifies in a mystifying 
fashion, every Friday, the sufferings of Christ. A cor- 
respondent in the Bayerische Kurier gives this picture 
of her. Over the waxen face runs down, over deeply 
sunken eyes, fresh blood, trickling to the chin. “Never 
in my life have I seen such abysmal suffering, such 


‘fearful bodily and mental pain depicted in any human 


face. She witnesses and experiences at the same time 
the sufferings of the divine Saviour in her body. She 


 wrings her bloodless hands in agony. In them the nail 


nail prints in hands and feet. 


prints shine clearly. She bends her body forward and 
then sinks back -apparently dead. The blood runs 
from the wound in her side; not, however, from the 
This struggle is re- 
peated every Friday. At three o’clock in the after- 
noon she lies still as death on her couch.” 

“From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear 
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17). 
The apostle had in mind no Franciscan stigmata. The 
Epistle to the Galatians is the Magna Charta of free- 
dom from all such things. If the Lord should come to 


_ Konnersreuth, the first words that would fall from 


his lips would be a gentle, “Damsel, I say unto thee, 
arise.” 


_ The Church’s Social Workers.—These are more 
numerous and more useful than anyone who got his 
information from the. Survey or the Nation would 
suppose. My eye has just lighted on this item. “The 
modern movement for the relief and cure of the leper 


_ was begun by a Presbyterian missionary in India, the 


Rev. Wellesley C. Bailey, founder and now secretary 
emeritus of the Mission to Lepers. The American 


. Mission to Lepers is a direct outgrowth of the Eng- 


lish one, and works in close affiliation.” In 1924, these 
societies had ninety-three asylums under their care, 
housing some twelve thousand lepers. Our social 
editors know all about Father Damien, but how many 
of them. have heard of this far more fruitful work 
of Mr. Bailey? : 

Or take this case. M. Louis Comte, a French pas- 
tor and social worker, has just been carried to the 
grave at Saint-Etienne by a procession of five thou- 
sand people, including large numbers of school chil- 
dren, their arms filled with flowers. Who was he? 

He was, first, the founder of the French League 
for the Raising of Public Morality. For more than 
forty years he fought all forms of public vice,— 


. licensed prostitution, alcoholism, gambling, pornog- 


raphy. An athlete in figure with mane of lion, he 
powerfully combatted these evils by: tongue and pen. 
This would not perhaps please our social editors over- 
much, — this immensély important negative side of his 
life work. Their interest in these battles always seems 
languid enough. But for thirty-two years M. Comte 
was also the devoted pioneer of vacations for poor 
French children of the cities, In that time he placed 
more than sixty thousand (during periods of from 
thirty to sixty days) in country homes, at the moun- 
tains, and by the seashore. “Each year,” writes the 
distinguished French economist, M. Gide, “this good 
shepherd, at the coming of summer, assembled his 
flock— little flock at first but later one that ran into 


: the thousands, — and led them to the mountains where 


- he distributed them among hundreds of farms. 


--run after it as after a lost lamb.” 


How 
him, when one went astray, 
M. Pourésy could 
say of him at his grave that “all. that has been under- 
taken for French youth that has proved great and 
lasting had its initial impulse from the hand of this 
man ” 


many a time have I seen 


It is also worth noting that this pastor so deter- 
minedly defended the cause of the unjustly condemned 
Jewish officer, Captain Dreyfus, that the government 
suspended him from the pastorate. ereat his 


‘French Protestant co-religionists paid enough to dou- 


ble his state stipend which, in turn, M. Comte promptly 


‘turned into the construction of a preaching hall. 


With the Industrial Missionaries.—The Rev. J. A. 
Ross of the Central African Mission of the London 
Society has developed cotton .raising among his church 
members so successfully that they get two cents per 
pound more than. American cotton fetches. 
also experimenting with-the production of sisal and 
flax,.and recéives-a yearly grant of $1,000 from the 
Rhodesian government for expenses. - His ‘soap factory 
produces soap at half the price the natives formerly 

aid for it. Game is abundant and very troublesome. 
Ta are constantly about picking up men or women 


He is ~ 
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and at times a detachment of two hundred elephants 
will stroll over the natives’ gardens leaving a trail 
like the passage of a cycione. So Mr. Ross uses much 
lion, hippopotamus, buttaio, and elephant fat. His soap 
tablets are in great demand among settlers and govern- 
ment officials, and the making of boxes and transport 
of the goods employ many. natives. Basket-making has 
been made much more profitable by the introduction of 
a new kind of bamboo, and the village smith, under the 
instruction of this industrial missionary, has become 


so efficient that he “can mend a gun or typewriter as 


well as he can make a plow.” Mrs. Ross has charge 
of the instruction in tailoring and weaving. 

“We are trying to make our villages model ones,” 
writes Mr. Ross. “In the old life, as the children 
grew they were put out of the parents’ hut at night 
and had to sleep where they could, with bad effects on 
their morals, Most of our houses are now three- 
roomed mud erections, which the people can build for 
themselves without any cost unless they want the lux- 
ury of a door or shuttered window.” Mr. Ross has 
also introduced many new food stuffs and is planning 
to build a dam on a neighboring stream for irrigation 
and the production of electrical power. He says the 
greatest compliment he has ever received was from a 
Moslem chief of the region who called him “the old 
hen” because he gathered his chickens about him. 


In Korea, Too.—Attached to the boys’ academy at 
Pyengyang is a trained agriculturalist, Mr. Dexter N. 
Lutz. Eighty-five percent of the Koreans are farmers, 
and in recent times the coming of Japanese farmers 
with capital and experience has made it very hard for 





Washing His Brain— 
and Heart 








An incident illustrating the potency of 
spiritual regeneration—the story was told by 
Pastor Bolt of Locarno, at the last general 
session of the Basel Missionary Society. 
A young man was brought to prison for 
some crime committed. He attempted 
suicide. “He could not live any longer with 
his demon.” (Clearly he had no doubts as 
to possession !) 


The evangelical pastor who visited him in 
his cell was greeted with the question, “Can 
you take my brain out of its skull and wash 
it? It’s swarming with evil impulses.” He 
was given a Bible. 

Some time after the pastor called on him 
again and found him learning passages of 
Scripture. ‘‘ That washes me,” was his re- 
mark. He had written on old gray packing 
paper certain texts that appealed to him, 
Among them were, “How much more 
shall the blood of Christ ... purge your 
conscience from dead works” (Heb. 9 : 14); 
“There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
8:1); “Ye are a chosen generation... 
that ye should show forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light’ (1 Pet. 2:9). 











them to compete. Many have been forced to sell their 
land: and give up farming. Korean Christians up to 
the present have been able to support their churches 
and educate their children, but the strain is increasing. 
It is this constituency which Mr. Lutz aims especially 
at helping. 

Twenty-five years ago Dr. Swallen began to plant 
apple trees in Pyengyang. The Koreans, and espe- 
cially the church officers, were not long in following 
his example. Scattered over the province are hun- 
dreds of orchards, which latterly a disease similar to 
black rot is seriously threatening. Mr. Lutz has or- 
ganized successful — institutes that train 
the farmers how to fight this sickness, and they are 
now holding it in check. As a result of other instruc- 
tion, 140 Christian orchardists are now in a position 
to handle their orchards so as to get greatly increased 
profits. They have formed a co-operative association 
for the advance of apple culture. In it are two pas- 
tors and five elders. 

Mr. Lutz is also working to develop the growing of 
oats for table food. The Korean diet is deficient in 
fat and protein and since oats contain large amounts 
of protein ‘and’ oil they should ‘be’ a valuable food if 
the Korean can be taught to grow and eat them. 
Lutz had worked in America breeding hull-less oats 
and has introduced them into Korea. They have 


“19 


extraordinary yields, “Half of last year’s crop,” 
writes Mr. Lutz, “was made into rolled oats and the 
other half was distributed among thirty-six selected 
first-class Christian farmers who are now rejoicing in 
their prospects for a big yield this year and in future 
harvests.” 


_ The Buddhist Sunday-school Movement in Japan 
is to a large extent a result of the Eighth World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Tokyo. This gathering 
seemed to open the eyes of Buddhists to the importance 
of capturing the children, and, as a consequence, there 
are now some four thousand Sunday-schools, with 
six hundred thousand pupils and thirteen thou- 
sand teachers under Buddhist auspices in Japan. Those 
back of the movement have not only equipped schools 
with organs, blackboards, and hymnals, but have es- 
tablished a department of Religious Education in the 
Buddhist College of West Honganji, with courses in 
child psychology, pedagogy, -Sunday-school manage- 
ment, music, nursery methods, and story-telling, quite 
in the style of American theoreticians. A summer in- 
stitute is held for teachers yearly in the Honganji 
‘Temple, 

These schools have the sympathy of the municipal 
authorities and public school teachers who are, in 
most cases, at least. nominal Buddhists. They have 
the backing of the well-to-do. They have the use of 
innumerable temples, whereas the Christian Sunday- 
schools are largely held in uninspiring hired quarters. 
They have a far larger constituency to draw on for 
teachers, for there are as many Buddhist priests in 
Japan as members of all the Protestant churches. But 
they have no Gospel. Their Buddhism is vague and 
inconsequent and little adapted for children’s thought. 
Worse than all the Buddhist Sunday-schools are being 
backed financially by brewers and prostitute owners, 
and the real reason for their existence is to head oft 
the advance of the Christian Sunday-school: The 
nether world has an instinctive dislike and fear of 
the Sunday-school. They hope to drive it back with 
this Buddhist substitute. “Recently I visited a promi- 
nent Buddhist Sunday-school in Kyoto,” says Mr. K. 
Yabe, “and was surprised to see the names of licensed 
quarters marked on the lamp posts in the yard where 
the children spend the greater part of their Sundays. 
The priest, who is the superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, told me that more than one-half of the money 
was subscribed by the prostitute owners to reconstruct 
the residential quarter of the temple for Sunday-school 
chapel and class rooms.” 


A National Home for Armenia.—America has con- 
tributed heavily to the salvage of Armenian orphans dur- 
ing many years. Nowcomes a need for diplomatic and 
political pressure. If the proposed treaty with Turkey 
is ratified without reservations, the fate of the Arme- 
nian nation will, humanly speaking, be sealed. Their 
present home, Russian Armenia, is landlocked and 
two hundred and fifty miles distant from the sea. Nor 
can it produce foodstuffs enough for its population. 
The forty thousand square miles of Turkish Armenia 
that were assigned to the Armenian people by Presi- 
dent Wilson’s arbitriment have never been granted 
them. Here alone is agricultural land enough to sup- 
port the nation. But Kemal refuses to surrender it, 
although it is practically deserted, its former popula- 
tion of a million nine hundred thousand having* sunk 
to less than two hundred thousand. Four reservations 
are asked of the Senate to the treaty which is being 
considered. The first two are aimed to secure the 
rights of American citizens at law and the protection 
of mission and other property, important matters with- 
out question. But far more pressing is the fourth 
reservation, viz., that Armenia be recognized as a 


‘free and independent state with frontiers as deter- 


mined by the arbitration of the United States as 
hitherto agreed to by Turkey. The future of the 
oldest Christian people hangs on these few words. 

If the Turkish government will not accede to their 
acceptance, it ought to be pointed to the present exist- 
ing treaty as good enough for it. It is no time for 
our land to pass by on the other side. It seems at 
times as if there were less idealism and less spirit in 
our people, now that we have become almost the most 
powerful nation ons earth, than in the days of our 
weakness, when we bred men like Stephen Decatur. 
Anyway, we can appeal to our senators. And in do- 
ing so, we should not forget to recall the two hun- 
dren thousand Armenians who fought in the ranks of 
the allied armies and, by holding the Caucasus front, 
shortened the war a year. For they kept back the 
Turks from the oil fields of Baku, and it was oil 
pre-eminently that Germany needed in order to hold 
out. 

There are still thirty thousand Armenian women 
and girls in Turkish harems, according to Mr. Lan- 
caster Smith’s “Slave Market News,” and. so late as 
1924-25, in the Chaldean deportations villages were 
burned, women distributed for violation, babies spitted 
on bayonets, women hung head downward from trees 
and flogged to death. Simply because they were Chris- 
tians! If the United States is to enter into fresh 
treaty relations with this unspeakable people it ought 
to do so with a stern insistence that justice be done 
to its victims as far as this is possible. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 23. PRAYER IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1:35; 14: 32-36; Matt. 6: 9°13 
Golden Text.—Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.—Matt. 7: 7 








SESE 
Seen 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed; 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 


Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 

The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


O Thou, by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way; 
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod: 
Lord, teach us how to pray! 
James Montgomery. 
Verse by Verse 


ARK 1:35.—A desert place. Plainly it was 
impossible for the Lord to obtain in his lodg- 
ing the quiet and retirement which he sought. 

‘lt was the house of Simon and Andrew (v. 29). Two 
families occupied it, and with the three guests (note 
who they were) it must have been very full, Evi- 
dently they had their housing problems in Capernaum 
just as we do in Chicago or Glasgow. The Lord 
Jesus was not daunted by circumstances. Where there 
is a will there is a way, and his love found a way to 
get, alone with the Father. Time and place had to be 
fixed up, but his ingenuity was equal to them. There 
prayed. Imperfect tense; was praying when his fol- 
Jowers found him, 

Chapter 14: 32.—Sit ye here. It is to be noted that 
our Lord never associated others with himself in 
prayer. As this dread hour of his trial approached he 
exhibited two conflicting elements of our human nature 
in extremities. One was the desire for sympathy and 
the other was the desire for solitude. He left eight 
of his disciples at some distance, but he led still nearer 
to where he himself would be the three most intimate 
of his friends. On them he had often bestowed spe- 
cial privileges and it might well seem that their faith 
would be less shaken by the sight of his human weak- 
ness, because they had seen his divine glory on the 
on of Transfiguration. To them he opened his 
heart, 

Verse 34—My soul is exceeding sorrowful even 
unto death: abide ye here, and watch. He went fore 
ward a little. He could return to them for sympathy, 
but they might not enter with him into the cloud which 
now confronted him, darker and deadlier than that 
which they had feared on Hermon. He would fain 
not be desolate, yet he must be alone. But even at 
this crisis they were not invited to be with him, The 
reason is plain. He went directly to his Father, they 
might come to the Father only through him. 

Abba. The child’s word corresponding to our 
“dadda.” All through this scene and the Father’s for- 
saking of the Son he never loses the consciousness 
that God is his Father. It is to his Father that he 
prays and to a Father’s will that he submits. Not 
what I will, Here is faith’s surest warrant for con- 
fidence. The Lord Jesus was “in all points tempted 
like as. we are” (Heb. 4:15). One of our sorest 
temptations is that which comes to us when prayer 1s 
unanswered. I am thankful that in this, as in all else, 
the Lord Jesus was made like unto his brethren. For 
if God said “No” to the Son of his love, I can under- 
stand that he may often have to say “No” to me. 


Matthew 6:9.—Our Father. This*address implies 
that the one using it is conscious of having been re- 
stored to sonship with God. As such restoration can 
be ‘brought’ about only through the redeeming blood 
of Christ, the address presupposes the entire Gospel 
message and meaning. Further, the “our” involves 
the recognition of the brotherhood of all believers. It 
should be observed that the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self, never seems to have used the phrase “our Father.” 
His ‘Sonship was unique and peculiar.. God is the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ in a way in which 
he is not the Father of any other in the whole uni- 
verse. In heaven. This recognizes God’s supremacy 
and omnipotence over all created things. We are com- 
ing- to One who is abundantly able to answer all our 
petitions. Hallowed be thy name. To hallow is to 
make holy, to reckon as holy. The first occurrence 
of the word is in Genesis 2: 3 where it has reference 
to the setting apart of the Sabbath. This root idea 
continues in the use of the word all through the Bible. 
Usually it 1s applied to earthly things or persons, but 


Devotional Reading : ‘Psalm 63 : 1-8, 
Additional ial for Teachers: Matthew 7 : 7-11; 18 : 19, 20; 
Paes Prt 1 John 5: 14, 15. : 
rimary ic: Talking to 
Lesson Material Mark 1335; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6: 9-73 
Memory Verse: My God will hear me.—Mic. 7: 7. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Teaches How to Pray. 
Lesson Material; Mark 1: 35; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6: 9-13. 
Memory Verse: Lord, teach us to pray.—Luke 21: 1. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic : Learning from Jesus How to Pray. 
Topic for Young People.and Adults: What Jesus Taught About 
ayer. 











Mark 1:35 And in the morning, a great while before day, 
he rose up and went out, and departed into a desert place, 
and there prayed. 


14:32 And they come unto ‘a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and he saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I pray. 33 And he taketh with him Peter and ? James 
and John, and began to be greatly amazed, and sore tro::- 
bled. 34 And he saith unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death: abide ye here, and watch. 35 
And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and 
prayed that, if it were possible, tha hour might pass away 
from him. 36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are pos- 
sible unto thee; remove this cup from me: howbeit not what 
I will, but what thou wilt. 

Matt. 6:9 After this manner therefore pray yes Our 
Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 16 Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on 
earth. 11 Give us this day ‘our daily bread. 12 And fore 
give us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
“the evil one.§ 


2Gr., an enclosed piece of ground. *2Or, Jacob, ®Gr., 
our bread for the coming day. Or, our needful bread. 
*Or, evil. © Many authorities, some ancient, but with 
variations, add, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








occasionally it is used of God himself, as in Isaiah 8: 
13: “Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself.” Here the 
sense is plain: to set God apart in your thoughts and 
give him his rightful place. So here the prayer is 
that God’s name and character should be reverenced 
and held in honor. 

Verse 10.—-Thy kingdom come. This is a prayer for 
the Lord’s return, for only the King himself can set 
up the kingdom, 

Verse 11.—Daily bread. Probably needful bread. 
Necessaries, but not luxuries, are in view. 

Verse 12.—Forgive ... as we also have forgiven. 
Remember that this is a prayer for the use of the in- 
sider, not the outsider. The unforgiven one can be 
forgiven immediately without any other condition save 
belief on the Lord Jesus Christ. The model. prayer 
for the unsaved is the publican’s petition: “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). But when 
that has been done, the saved one enters the kingdom 
and becomes subject to the law of the kingdom, which 
is that we should forgive as God in Christ has for- 
given us (Eph. 4:32). Note,that this is the only pe- 
tition of the prayer upon which our Lord especially 
comments. This fact may serve as a measure of its 
importance (vs. 14, 15). As Christian workers we 
ourselves need to note the urgency and bearing of 
this prayer. In how many Sunday-schools and 
churches is blessing hindered because workers nurse 
an unforgiving spirit against one another ! 


Our debts. Observe that in verse 15 the word “tres- 
passes” is used as a synonym for this. A debt means 
something that is due from us. The debt may: be con- 
sidered as directly due to God or as due to him in the 
person of our fellows. We are to be careful to “owe 
no man anything, save to love’ (Rom. 13:8). That 
will always be due from us,—a continual debt or ob- 
ligation continually being. met py God’s grace. But 
there ought to be no other debt. Every obligation 
should be punctually discharged. Yet we are always 
so blind to our own failures that it is more than likely 
that there will be in some of the relationships of our 
lives debts that have not been discharged. In view of 
this, the Christian will always need to pray this 
prayer, Ah 

Further, there is a debt due from every Christian 
directly to God. We owe to as our Creator. 
That applies to all, unsaved as well as saved. But as 
Christians we owe to God as our Redeemer also. 
“We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the 
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These lessons are taught over the radio, Tues- 
day evenings, by the Editor of the Times 
(see facing page). 








flesh” (Rom. 8:12). Obviously the thought is that 
we are debtors to live after the Spirit. Let us prayer- 
fully consider our own lives in view of the obligations 
expressed in the following Scriptures: Luke 17:10; 
John 13:14; Romans 1: 14; 8:12; 13:7, 8; 15:1, 27; 
1 Corinthians 7:3; Ephesians 5: 28; 2 Thessalonians 
1:3; 2:13; Hebrews 5:12; 1 John 2:6; 3:16; 4:11; 
3 John 8. Trespasses. The Latin word means passing 
across a prohibited line, straying from a clearly de- 
fined track. The Greek word lying back of it means 
falling where one should have stood upright. 

_ Verse. 13.—Bring us not into temptation. Tempta- 
tion means trial of any kind or solicitations to sin. 
It has a twofold use: it is used in a good sense, as 
when God is said to put men to the test for their own 
spiritual benefit (Gen. 22:1); in a bad sense, when 
Satan seeks our ruin. We may say that every tempta- 
tion is intended by the Devil to be a stumblingblock, 
and by God to be a stepping-stone. We can deter- 
mine which it shall be. But though this is true, no 
wise man will desire that even God shall put him to 
the test, and he may well shrink with all the intensity 
of his nature from being tested by Satan. Our Lord 
would not have us think lightly of temptation nor of 
its possible consequences. “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

The evil one is, of course, the Devil. The old Au- 
thorized Version, however, takes it as neuter, meaning 
evil in general. This includes calamity as well as 
solicitation to sin. Either translation is correct. 


ADDITIONAL MATTER FOR TEACHERS 


Matthew 7:7.—IJ¢t shall be given. Not necessarily 
the thing for which we ask, but something will be 
given to every one who asks. As to whether we will 
get what we ask depends upon whether we are asking 
for what is according to the will of God. Mr. Mc- 
Conkey well calls these verses the Kindergarten School 
of Prayer. God has implanted a sense of the inevit- 
ableness of prayer in every human heart. He will 
not mock the desire which he himself has placed there. 
If we ask anything of God we shall get something. If 
we ask anything of God we shall get something good 
(v. 11). If we ask anything according to his will we 
shall * the very thing for which we ask (1 John 
5: 14 . 

Luke 18: 1-8.—The main burden of this parable is 
that we should learn to be importunate in prayer. 
The unjust judge could be tormented into granting 
the helpless widow’s petition. How much more shall 

od, who is not unjust, and whose Spirit indeed has 
implanted the urge to pray within his people’s hearts, 
give to those who call upon him. Note that this par- 
able has special reference to the section immediately 
preceding. The chapter division is apt to obscure this. 
Christ had been talking about his return for his Bride 
and the readiness of his people for the Rapture. It 
is in this connection that he introduces the parable 
about prayer. Avenge me is the Christian’s pleading 
against the adversary, the Devil. Christ plainly in- 
timates that his people will have become so discour- 
aged that when he returns he shall find hardly any 
still praying the prayer of faith, which looks forward 
to_and apprehends the possibility of the Rapture. 

Verses 9-14.—Then closely allied with this is the 
warning about self-righteousness. If, by God’s grace, 
we have any apprehension of his purposes of grace 
for his people in the Rapture, we need to be warned 
lest this very apprehension should make us self-satis- 
fied. We are reminded most forcibly that we are still 
sinners saved by grace. Saved indeed, but needing 
to be kept. If we have learned much in the school 
of prayer, one mark of it will be a deeper humility 
and a more profound self-distrust. 

A Lesson Outline 
THE Lorn’s PRAYER: 

Invocation — Our Father 
Intercession for God’s causé 

(1) Reverence 

(2) Allegiance 

(3) Obedience 
Petition for ourselves 

(1) God’s Provision 

(2) God’s Pardon . 

(3) God’s Protection 

(4) God’s Power 


Golden Topics 
I. Times of Prayer 
1. Closet Prayer (Matt. 6:6). 
2. Common Prayer (Matt.6:7). | | . 
(1) The prayer-meeting for definite intercession. 
(2) The service for worship. 
3. Constant Prayer (1 Thess. 5:17). 
(1) Ejaculation in an emergency (cf. Neh. 2: 4). 
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Lesson for January 23 
Mark 1:38; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 


(2) Sustained communion with God ouf Father 
as we go about our ordinary duties. 


II, Kinds of Prayer 
1. Confession. 
2. Adoration and praise. 
3: Thanksgiving. 
4. Petition for ourselves. 
5. Intercession for others, 


Final Word 


This lesson is intended by God to be a very prac- 
tical one for ourselves as teachers as well as for our 
pupils. Nothing is harder for us. than to maintain 
our prayer life. Satan will use every artifice to keep 
us from the exercise of this most potent weapon. D. 
let us, as teachers, see to it by God’s grace that in this 
matter especially we speak to our classes of that 
which we know experimentally. A 

Let us especially seek to learn the holy art of in- 
terceding with God on behalf of our pupils. Let us 
make a prayer list of them and not rest satisfied 
until God has given us our heart’s desire, which is 
also his, that they may every one be saved. 

In all intercessory prayer there are at least four 
persons immediately concerned: God, who leads us to 
pray by the promptings of his Holy Spirit; ourselves, 
the people who pray; the Devil, who opposes the ac- 
complishment of the will of God (cf. Dan. 10: 13) ; 
the person for whom we are praying. 

True prayer is not seeking to persuade God to act 
according to our will. It is rather the seeking to co- 
operate with him in getting that will done. God could 
work without us and often does, but wonderfully 
enough he prefers to have us co-operate with him in 
the carrying out of his plans, The most important 
way there is by which we can do this is by prayer. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ROM your own experience would you say that it is 
natural for man to pray? (Personal.) 

2. What does the Bible say is man’s natural attitude 
toward God? 

3. What special incentive does the lesson give the Chris- 
tian for prayer? 

4. For what other reasons should the Christian be a man 
of prayer? 

5. How did Jesus teach the disciples to address God? 

6. How does God become our Father? 

zy. What does the Master put first in the prayer in our 
lesson? 

8 What did Jesus teach about the imperative necessity 
of prayer? 

9. What did Jesus teach about the place in which to pray? 

10, What did Jesus teach about the length of prayers? 

11, What did Jesus teach about the spirit of prayer? 

12. What did Jesus teach about the power of prayer? 

13. What more is there to prayer than making request of 
God for what we want? 

14. What may we ask of our Father for ourselves? 

1s. What verse in Hebrews tells us how we may come to 
God in prayer? 

16..Upon-what must our boldness depend? 

17; What conditions must be met to insure answered 
prayer? 

18. Why is Bible reading vital to the growth of the Chris- 
tian’s prayer-life? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How To Get It.—A great while before day, he rose 
up and went out, .. . into a desert place, and there 
prayed (1:35). In the old Midway days, in black- 
berry time, we boys used to get up “a great while 
before day” and make for the “clearin’s.” When our 
boys at the shop sacrifice a day off to go fishin’ I 
notice they always get up “a great while before day” 
to get to the bass or trout pools. The reason for 
the early get up is the determination to bring home 
the “bacon,” said bacon being berries and bass or 
trout. That is to say, the get-up-early fellow means 
business. If there ever was one who came into the 
world and meant business, that one was the Son of 
man. He was the one man who ever lived who knew 
exactly what he was in the world to do and who res- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
@ copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. January 2—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2 January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
4, January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark. 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
§. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10 : 12, 1g 
6. February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
gy. February 13.—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5 : 25 to 6:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2: 42-47 
9. February 27.—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) .......sseees . Galatians g : 13-2g 
10. March 6.—Sharing the GoodeNews 
Acts 8: 4-8; 2 Corinthians g : 14-20 
11. March 13.—Making the World Christian 
Matthew 28 : 16-20; Acts 16: 6-15 
12, March 20.—The Christian’s Hope 
John 14: 1-3; 2 Corinthians 5: 1-10; 1 John 9:3, § 
13. March 27.—Review: Studies in the Christian Life 








olutely set his face to do it. He meant business — 
his Father’s business (Luke 2: 49). It was most seri- 
ous business, too, with an ignominious and horrible 
death at: the conclusion of it— that business of saving 
you and me! Notwithstanding his divinity, Jesus found 
prayer necessary, earnest and constant prayer. And 
this a great while before day, alone, and in “a desert 
place,” where night had shut the door and where he 
could pray in secret (Matt. 6:6). Have you ever 
done any of that sort of praying yourself? Have you 
ever wanted the thing you “wanted” badly enough to 
get up early in the morning and go into the woods, 
and by that very action show you really and truly 
wanted it? That is what’s the matter, maybe! I tell 
the fellows who come to me about a job to go see the 
boss every day until “he takes you by the neck and 
trousers and throws you out of the office. By the 
time you go after the job, say, twenty-five times, Mr. 
Boss will say to himself, ‘I believe that chap really 
wants a job!’” And he will take you on and try you 
out. Many an employer has taken a fellow purely 
because of his perseverance and insistence. The same 
earnestness wins with Heaven (Luke 11: 8). 


How To Do KIt.—Not what I will, but what thou wilt 
(14: 36). The other day the Iron Rose Bible Class 
carried out a long cherished plan to go in a body to 
the Gettysburg battlefield by automobile. Early that 
day in my morning watch I asked God to send us’ a 
bright sunshiny day. Then I remembered that this 
was not the way Jesus prayed. Then I said, “Dear 
Lord, send us just the kind of day you know we 
ought to have.” And he surely did. What kind of 
day was it? A cloudy day; beautiful, big, white cloud 
dirigibles (I first wrote “cloud chariots” as Ruskin 
calls them, then I remembered this is 1927) to pro- 
tect us from the summer heat. His royal highness, 
Old Sol, was up there, of course, peeping through 
brightly now and then to let us know he had his eye 
on us and was out with us for a happy day. And 
what a day! The judas trees in their pink blooms 
and the great. yellow carpets of wild mustard with 
the dogwood all spick and span in its pearly white 
made the bloody battlefield where the Blue and the 
Gray sleep side by side like a fairyland. The mellow 
light that streamed through the great white clouds 
overhead turned the landscape into a picture of en- 
trancing beauty. I had asked at first for the worst 
kind of day. A sunshiny, sweaty, draggy, glad-to-get- 
home sort of day. When the matter was left entirely 
to Heaven we got the cumulus shaded, comfortable, 
peppy, don’t-care-if-we-never-get-home sort of day. I 
wonder if it isn’t just like this with lots of our prayers. 
We do not give first consideration to God’s will, but 
are so self-sufficient that we tell him what we want. 
We ask for the thing that seems so desirable to us, 
the bright sunshiny thing, while the mellow, cloudy 
thing may have the greatest joy in it. The outstand- 
ing men of today (and past days) are rarely the ones 
born with the golden spoon in the mouth. God raises 
his achieving men where they have to work and sacri- 
fice and trust in him (1 John 5:14, 15). 


How To Hold It.—Give us this day our daily bread 
(Matt. 6:11). This is the keystone of the Lord’s 
Prayer. Coatesville is a steel town. Everything in 
the town pretty much depends upon the smoke of the 
furnaces and the music of the mills. When the mills 
don’t run, the yellow envelopes do not fill. The Iron Rose 
Bible Class begins all its sessions with one-half hour 
of praise and prayer. The peak of the prayer is this: 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Nor do these fine 
steel workers mean that God should shower it like 
manna. They ask for the opportunity to earn the 
bread by the sweat of their faces just as God pro- 
nounced the race should earn it (Gen. 3:19). The 
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steel business is like Longfellow’s “little girl’ who 
had a little curl that hung right over her forehead: 


When she was good, she was very, very good; 
But when she was bad she was horrid. 


Every so often we have periods of slow-down and 
lay-off in our industries, and a town of many idle men. 
Now here comes the striking thing: Inall the years 
with their “dull times” there has novell been a mill 
slow-down that every Iron Roser laid off has not 
been able to find another job that would bring him an 
income. There have usually been two or three hundred 
of us, and in the half hour above referred to, before we 
went to united prayer, I have asked the question, “Is 
there a man present who does not have a job? If so, 
let him put up his hand.” No hands. In the Iron 
Rose Class the Lord’s Prayer is always used, but is 
never a spinning wheel or a chart on the wall to be 
pointed at with the words, “Them’s my sentiments,” as 
one fellow said was the way he prayed. If there is 
one thing the Old Book is explicit about it is that his 
children shall always be fed so long as they remain 
true to him. Have you ever heard of a famine in a 
country that worshiped God? Notice, “worshiped 
nw and not images and devils (Psa. 37:25; Phil. 
4: 19). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


-This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Expression.—All thought or 
feeling tends to express itself in some form. 


WE MAY think of prayer as a duty, especially 
when we recall that our Lord emphasized it and 
gave us a model prayer; but this prayer was given in 
response to a request of the disciples. We certainly 
may think of it as a great privilege, for the invita- 
tion of the Golden Text and similar ones are unmerited 
privileges granted by our God to his creatures. But 
prayer is a necessity of our nature, and especially of 
our renewed nature as Christians because we cannot 
but think in love toward him “who gave himself a 
ransom for all,” and toward the Father who was will- 
ing to give him up to die. This outgoing of the soul 
toward God which we call prayer, whether it be in 
audible words or not, is the Godward manifestation of 
the law of expression which in the Christian is ener- 
gized by the indwelling Spirit. In all conditions of 
life there is this inner urge Godward. The Christian 
does not wait until the hour of distress to call upon 
God, neither does the outreach of his soul limit itself 
to petitions for things to be consumed upon his lusts. 
His thought and feeling are Spirit-controlled and 
their expression is therefore under the guidance of 
the laws that God’s Word tells us are the laws of 
prayer. Some of these may. be recalled in this con- 
nection. Our asking will be in accordance with his 
will if we are in his will; this is one of these laws. 
But petition is by no means all of prayer, nor in- 
deed the first of prayer, if we will but observe the model 
prayer. The devout soul will adore and praise and 
render thanksgiving unto the Holy One who is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, and in his pres- 
ence will scarce venture to make petition until all sin 
of deed or thought and sin of omission are confessed 
and put away. Thus not only because of the example 
and the precept of the Master but because of the 
Spirit energy back of the natural law of expression 
will the Christian of necessity be a man of prayer. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 








Have You Joined the S. S. T. 
Radio Bible Class ? 


N TUESDAY evenings at 7.30 o’clock The Sun- 
day School Times broadcasts the teaching of the 
International Uniform Sunday School Lessons for 
the First Quarter of 1927. The lesson is being taught 
each week (D. VY.) by the Editor, Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, and is broadcast from Station WRAX, 
wave length 268 meters, 500 watts, of Berachah 
Church, 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, Philadelphia. 
Letters or post cards from those listening in are 
cordially invited, to be addressed to Radio Class, The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. . 

All who would like to be enrolled as members of 
The Sunday School Times Radio Bible Class are asked 
to send name and address to the Times, indicating 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and requesting enrollment. 
To all such the Editor will be glad to send a numbered 
Certificate of Membership, containing the Radio Class 
Scripture passage and list of lessons. 


vé 


A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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Illustrations 


the current lesson, they are grouped 





In view of the large number of unusually fine illustrations received for 


under the customary head, ** The Iliustratioa Round-Table.”’ 


on Prayer 


under this special title rather than 

















LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one doilar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which ‘might otherwise be available. 


[illustrations must reach The Sunday School | 
Times three full months in advance of the | 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on | 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the | 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 





At the: Blackboard.—Knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you (Golden Text). 
Some years ago in West Point there was 
a young cadet named Leonidas Polk. Be- 
fore he was a Christian, he was careless 
and neglected his studies. As soon as 
he became a Christian he began to study 
very diligently; he could not, however, 
in weeks make up for the loss of months. 
At the annual examination he was called 
to the blackboard and given a problem 
to solve. He knew nothing about it, 
and was at a loss to know what to do. He 
thought of the disgrace of a failure to 
himself and to the Master he loved. ‘He 
lifted up a prayer for help to his new- 
found Friend. Then he took the chalk 
and began to work. At first all was 
dark, but soon he saw a beginning, and 
he worked through slowly to the end, 
He did not know whether it was right, 
and after explaining the process, waited 
for the verdict. The professors whis- 
pered together, and one of them asked 
him, “Mr. Polk, where did you get that 
solution?” “Is it not right, sir?” “Right! 
It is not only right but it is the most 
beautiful demonstration of that problem 
ever given. It is new and not to be 
found in any of the books.”—From the 
Christian Intelligencer. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Canby, Minn, Prise illustration. 


Have You a Great Bowl?—Ask, and 
it shall be given you (Golden Text). Art 
thou a beggar at God’s door? Be sure 
thou gettest a great bowl, for as thy bow! 
is, so shall be thy mess. According to 
thy faith, saith he, be it unto youu—From 
John Bunyan. Sent by J. A. Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. 


could 


girl complained that her doll was “leak- 


salt. Days before, and miles away, R. L. 
Davis looked around for presents to send 


the Anderson children. He found a doll’s 
head, but no body. He did the best he 
with the materials he had. On 
Christmas morning the little Anderson 


ing.” Mrs. Anderson looked, and there 
was salt running out. The doll had been 
stuffed with salt, and prayer was an- 
swered.—From Inland Africa. Sent by 
M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


When to Expect Rain.—Ask, and it 
shall be given you (Golden Text). The 
river had risen until all the valley was 
flooded with many feet of water, and 
when the water receded, it left a deposit 
of a foot or more of slimy mud on the 
floors of our homes. With much hard 
work it bad been cleaned from the house 
and the last of it lay on the back porch 
and steps. The tired, faithful, old serv- 
ant said, “Wouldn’t it be fine, now, if 
we had aggood shower tg help wash this 
mud off, so we wouldn’t have to draw 
and carry so much water! I am going 
to ask the heavenly Father to send us a 
rain right now.” A skeptical one said, 
“You needn’t expect any rain today, 
grandma. There isn’t a cloud in the sky.” 
“Well, I’m going to ask Him, anyway,” 
and bowing her head as she rested a 
minute, she did. In a short time it was 
raining hard.—From personal experience 
in China. Sent by Rose A. Huston, 
Blanchard, Iowa. 


Eight Blessings.— After this manner 
therefore pray ye (Matt. 6:9). 

“Our Father which art in heaven’; 
here is a child and his Father. 
“Hallowed by Thy Name”; here a wor- 
shiper and his God. 

“Thy kingdom come”; here a citizen 
and his King. 

“Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven”; here a servant and his Master. 

“Give us this day our daily bread’; 
here a beggar and his Benefactor. 

“Forgive us“our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors”; here a sinner and his Sav- 
iour. 


“Lead us not into temptation”; here a 
pilgrim and his Guide. 

“But deliver us from evil”; here a cap- 
tive and his Deliverer. 

What, then, is God to me? A Father, 
a God, a King, a Master, a Benefactor, 
a Saviour, a Guide, a Deliverer. What 
am 1 to Him? A child, a worshiper, a 
citizen, a servant, a beggar, a sinner; a 
pilgrim, and a captive seeking deliver- 
ance.—From Our Hope. Sent by Wil- 
liam S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Why Fear His Will?—Thy will be 
done (Matt. 6: 10). 


“His will be done,” we say with sighs and 
trembling, 
Expecting trial, bitter loss, and tears; 
And then how doth He answer us with bless- 
ings 
In sweet rebuking of our faithless fears! 
God’s will is peace and plenty, and the power 
To be and have the best that He can give, 
A mind to serve Him and a heart to love Him, 
The faith to die with, and the strength to 
live. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


The Presumption of Not Praying.— 
He rose up and went out, and departed 
into a desert place, and there prayed 
(Mark 1:35). Hillel, the great Jewish 
rabbi, said to a younger rabbi, “I have 
a friend who is a farmer. Hitherto he 
has cultivated his farm carefully, but now 
he has thrown away his plow and hoe, 
saying that God who can do all things is 
able to supply all his wants so that he 
necd not work for bread.” The young 
rabbi asked, “But is that not tempting 
God?” “Yes, I have told him so, and you 
are the friend [ mean. You tell me that 
you have given up prayer believing that 
God can give you all that you need with- 
out your asking him, But are you not 
tempting God? Is prayer less than work? 
He who tells you to stoop your head and 
work for earthly fruit tells you also to 
lift your head to Heaven to receive 
heavenly blessings.”"—Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Praying in Camp.—And there prayed 
(Mark 1:35). An officer once com- 
plained to General Jackson that some sol- 
diers were making a noise in their tent. 
“What are they doing?” asked the Gen- 
eral. “They are praying now, but have 
been singing,’ was the reply. “And is 
that a crime?” the General demanded. 
“The articles of war order punishment 





for any unusual noise,” was the reply. 








Shall I Pray On?—Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you (Golden 
Text). 

For years I’ve prayed, and yet I see no change. 

The mountain stands exactly where it stood; 

The shadows that it casts are just as deep; 

The pathway to its summit e’en more steep. 
Shall I pray on? 


Shall I pray on with ne’er a hopeful sign? 

Not only does the mountain still remain, 

But, while I watch to see it disappear, 

Becomes the more appalling year by year. 
Shall I pray on? 


I will pray on. Tho distant it may seem, 

The answer may be almost at my door, 

Or just around the corner on its way. 

But, whether near or far, yes, I shall pray— 
I will pray on, 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
y William E. Griffin, Atlantic City, 
oe 


Could God Send Salt?—Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you (Golden Text). The Andersons 
were having a hard time—no sugar, no 
flour, no salt. It was getting near Christ- 
mas, and they had faith to pray, especially 
for salt. One has to live for months 
with no meat but pale, flabby, tropical 
- chicken to appreciate their desire for 
- salt. The last mail before: Christmas 


brought some presents for them, but no 
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;| time in . prayer. 


JANUARY 8, 1927 


“God forbid that praying should be an 
unusual noise in the camp!” ‘replied Jack- 
son.—From “John and His Friends.” Sent 
by William S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


The Gardens.—They came to a place 


which was named Gethsemane (Mark 14: 
32). 


In a garden Satan conquered (Gen. 
3), and. in a garden he is conquered. 
Never walk in a garden without think- 
ing of -God, our Saviour.—From Graham 
Scroggie. “Sent by Laura A. Ellison, 
Topsfield, Mass. 


The Cruel Deliverer.—Not what I will, 
but what thou wilt (Mark 14: 36). Some 
prayers God cannot answer; they would 
not be for our good. During the In- 
dian mutiny outside the city of Lucknow 
an English child was playing with her 
nurse. The rebels were coming, and a 
brave soldier dashed out of the city gate, 
picked up the child, and got back into 
safety. At great risk to his life he had 
saved the little one, but no amount of 
persuasion availed to get the little girl 
to kiss her deliverer. “You took me 
away from the flowers,” she said—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by. J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Whose Will to Fear.—Not what I will, 
but what thou wilt (Mark 14:36). In 
a. prayer-meeting a good sister prayed, 
“Lord, we're. afraid of our wills; we're 
afraid. to do our wills for fear of .the 
consequences; teach us thy will!” There 
was something striking about that prayer. 
The majority of people, including some 
professed Christians, are afraid of God’s 
will rather than their own.—From Spring 
Grove Ripplet. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


w 
‘Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Take, time to be holy.” 
“Speak to my soul.” 

“T must tell Jesus.” 

“What a friend we have.” 
“Just for today.” 

“Be still.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Thy Help I Implore” (150 : 1-3). 
_ Psalm 70 : 1-§. 
“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-4 
“Hear My Prayer” (118: 1-3). Psalm g§1 : 1-10, 
“When Unto Thee I Look” (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 141 
“IT Waited for the Lord” (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 40 : 1-5. 


: I+3. 


™ From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we humble ourselves before thee today, re- 
alizing in part how little we know how to pray. 
We lift our hearts to thee today in praise and 
thanksgiving for all thy mercies. We ask 
thee to bless this school, and other schools 
studying thy Word today. We ask thee to let 
this lesson come clearly to us, so that we 
shall understand more about prayer, and know 
better how to pray. May we learn from that 
which thou didst teach thy disciples, and may 
we not neglect the duty-and privilege of 
prayer in the midst ef the busy days of the 
week. In the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If the Lord Jesus 
needed to pray, how much more do we! 
He took time for prayer; we take so 
little. He would spend a long time in 
prayer; we hurry through to get to the 
“Amen.” -We have a good many things 
in our lives. upside down. -Take work, 
for example; it is so often our notion 
that work accomplishes more than any- 
| thing else, whereas prayer is the biggest 
work that we can do. Then you mean 
that- we could spend all our time in 
| prayer, and not do any work? No, but 
we- would find that much more work 
would be accomplished if we spent more 
Just. make a little >list 
some time of .the hours you . give_to 
Christian work, and see how many hours 
you -foot ‘up in the record of a week in 
actual prayer. .What a loss there is in 
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Lesson for January 23 
Mark 1:35; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6: 9-13 


do not take time for prayer! Shall we 
resolve today, in all soberness and hu- 
mility, that there shall be a change in our 
lives in this respect? Let us bow our 
heads now, and ask God to do this great 
work in us, Let us pray. 





THINK A MOMENT! 
TIME SPENT IN Sone” 
HOW MUCH? 











e 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


“TALKING to God” —the very les- 

son for the children! But do we 
teachers know the lesson? (Can we teach 
our classes how to talk to God? This 
is one lesson that we must teach from 
the heart. But let us not become dis- 
couraged. The very thought of failure 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
[ anne of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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in the past will bring us to the Master 
now with the disciples’ request: “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” So let us first learn 
from the great Teacher, then we shall 
be able to teach the children in our 
classes what we have learned in the real 
heart lessons of his school. 

As a lesson text for the little folks, it 
will be well to use only Matthew 6: 9- 
13. No doubt every member of your 
class can repeat this passage from mem- 
ory. Let the children repeat the prayer 
slowly and reverently, and as they repeat 
it copy it on the blackboard. - No one 
ever knew this prayer until Jesus came 
and taught it to his disciples, and only 
those who have received him as their 
Saviour have a right to pray “Our Father 
which art in heaven” (John 1:12). 

It is a great privilege to be called the 
children of God, and the children should 
love and honor the name of their Father. 
So we pray “Hallowed be thy name.” 

We see all around us trouble and sad- 
ness and sorrow and death. A cruel 
enemy brought these things into the 
Father’s beautiful world. It is not his will 
for them to be here always either. So we 
need to pray very earnestly: “Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” 

The Father knows and loves his chil- 
dren. He knows all of their needs, too, 
and if we are truly his children, we have 
a right to pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” 

No doubt, deep in the heart of each 
boy and girl in your class is the con- 
sciousness of sin. Be careful not to treat 
this matter lightly. Yes, we have sinned, 
but our Father will forgive our sin, if 
we pray in Jesus’ name: “Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

Life is a journey; with a strong, cruel 
enemy hiding along our way. This enemy 
knows that we are not wise about a great 
many things. He makes some things seem 
very pleasant to us that really are very 
dangerous and hurtful, so we need to pray 
to our Father: “Bring us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 

We may be sure that our Father can 
do for us all that we ask, for he is the 
Great King. Therefore we praise him, 
saying: “For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

Let the children repeat the Memory 
Verse: “My God will hear me,” and fol- 
low it with this little poem of the long 
ago: 

May a little child at prayer 
Hope to meet with Jesus there? 
Tell me, Christian, can it be? 
Will the Lord come down to me? 
When alas! E have been bad, 
And my heart feels sore and sad, 
Will he listen when I pray, 
Though I know not what to say? 


Yes, he’ll hear thee, little one; 
Bid thy doubts and fears be gone. 
He will listen when you pray, 
Though you know not what to say. 
Ciinton, S. C. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A fellow’s prayers. 
Discussion: Let the fellows give their 
views frankly as to the value of prayer, 
and how this privilege should be used. 
Then compare with the lesson text, for 
confirmation or correction. 

Objective: Making prayers interviews 
with God. 











AY; fellows, here goes my boyhood 

prayer: “Our Father, make me a 
good boy, make me mind papa and mama, 
make me kind to brother and sister, and 
forgive my sins for Jesus’ sake, amen.” 
I started that prayer at my mother’s 
knee every evening after I had gotten 
into night clothes and was ready for bed. 
It began as a real prayer, but soon be- 
came a mere repetition that I could run 
off in one breath, kiss mother good night, 
and turn a handspring into bed. 

When I got old enough to be ashamed 
to come into the presence of the family 
in night dress, I knelt at my. bedside and 
silently repeated the same prayer. I am 





ashamed to confess how old I was before 
I discarded that boyish prayer for a 
fresh, new, daily petition to meet my 
growing needs. Even to this day, when, 
tired, I fall upon my knees at night to 
pray, that stereotyped boy prayer will 
sometimes start pouring through my lips. 
Prayer is not to be said, but prayed. 

Fellows, the three great discoveries 
of life are: (1) Jesus Christ; (2) oneself 
in Christ, with capacities he would never 
have imagined; (3) the power of prayer. 

In our little town of boyhood days the 
fire apparatus was kept in a small house, 
securely locked. The key was on a large 
ring, with a lot of other keys, which hung 
on a nail in the town hall near by. One 
day at noon, when the custodian was at 
lunch, the alarm of fire was sounded as I 
was passing. I rushed in and got the 
bunch of keys, for I knew where they 
hung, and ran to unlock the fire reel. 
With frantic haste I struggled with the 
keys, trying one after the other. None 
would fit, and I started all over again, 
while a crowd gathered around me with 
many shouted suggestions and some 
abuse for my clumsiness; but for the life 
of me I couldn't get that door open. 
Then the custodian pushed through, and 
snatching the keys from my hand, 
quickly inserted a little nub of steel 
which I had thought was only a part of 
the key ring, and the lock flew apart. I 
have always regretted (and the regret 
was poignant for awhile) that I did not 
succeed in opening that door. It was the 
one chance of my lifetime to open up a 
fire department in time of need, and I 
would have been the village hero for 
seven days at least. 

But, fellows, that little nub of steel is 
prayer. It is often overlooked, and we 
try everything else, while the one and 
only key to the situation is neglected. 

I am sure it is because we do not re- 
alize how ready our heavenly Father is to 
hear and answer us. Turn to your Tes- 
tament, fellows, and read Matthew 7 : 11. 

As a boy I delighted in visiting the 
country home of an old uncle and aunt. 
My aunt was sweet and kind, but my 
uncle was old and grouchy, and I was 
afraid of him. One day I saw him, in a 
fit of anger, pick up a bootjack and 
throw it at a hen and kill it. The hen 
had pecked at food he had placed on the 
ground for a little chicken. I was awed 
more than ever by that. On a ledge of 
the mantel in the dining room lay one of 
my uncle’s old discarded pocketknives. 
Every time I saw that knife I wanted it. 
It had lain there for more than a year. 
I knew he did not care for it, because he 
had a new one; but I would have almost 
died before venturing to ask for it. One 
day I was just standing looking at the 
knife. I did not think my uncle was any- 
where near; but in his carpet slippers he 
had come up behind me and caught me 
“in the act”’—of yearning for the knife. 
His hand was laid on my shoulder before 
I knew of his presence, and as I started 
in alarm he said in the kindliest, gent:est 
of tones: “Son, did you want that? Why 
didn’t you ask me for it?” and, reaching 
the knife, he placed it in my trembling 
hand. I had misjudged my uncle and 
had cheated myself all that time. So do 
we cheat ourselves — and God ! — by fail- 
ing to ask him. 

One thing more, fellows. Prayer is 
not simply a means of asking. Prayer is 
also for listening. Our most fruitful 
prayers will be those in which we let God 
do most of the talking. You would not 
go to your father and pour out a string 
of requests without expecting to hear 
something from him. Perhaps he will be 
showing you how some of your requests 
are both unwise and unreasonable. Per- 
haps he will be telling you of something 
far better that he has in mind for you. 
So with the heavenly Father. If you will 
look at the prayer interview that Saul of 
Tarsus had with the Lord (Acts 22: 
6-10), you will find it contains forty-five 
words. Saul spoke nine of them, and the 
Lord spoke thirty-six — or four times as 
many as Saul. And from that prayer 


interview there was the complete turning 


of a great life into the most powerful 
testimony for Christ ever offered to the 
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world by any human being. 

Fellows, when you come out from 
prayer, the more you will have listened 
while God talked the greater will be your 
power of service to him and to the world 
and to yourself, 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“With Jesus in the school of prayer.” 
1. By precept. 
2. By example. 














F YOU can get. your girls to matricu- 

late in this “school,” under this Master, 
early in their lives, how different their 
lives will be from those of the many 
Christians they see about them who con- 
tinue powerless in prayer all through 
life! This lesson can be but an introduc- 
tion to this great subject, but make it as 
vital as you will be enabled to—after 
much prayer yourself, 

Begin by asking them what they be- 
lieve about God’s answers to prayer — 
does he always answer all prayer? If 
not, why not? What are real prayers, 
anyway? Have all an equal right to 
pray? These are some of: the questions 
they are asking themselves, you will find. 
Get them out in the open. Note that it 
was when his disciples asked Jesus their 
questions about prayer that they got 
those rich lessons you and I are still 
seeking to follow. 


1. It would require a thorough study of 
all Jesus taught on this subject to satisfy 
these questions completely, but may we 
not sum up for the girls these truths 
from his teachings — from the whole of 
the Scripture, in fact? That God always 
hears prayer; that he always answers 
true prayer, brought in Jesus’ name; that 
his answers, equally prompted by love, 
are these: (1) no; (2) yes; (3) wait 
yet awhile; (4) here is something better 
than your asking; t not nearly all 
words addressed to God in form are true 
prayers; that those who pray in Jesus’ 
name have special promises to plead be- 
fore God, remembering again that “in 
his name” means much more than the 
mere words. 


2. But the best thing you can do for 
your girls is the very same thing Jesus 
did for his disciples — lead them to watch 
Jesus himself in his own prayer-life. For 
it is the prayer-life that counts, not only 
what we may believe about prayer. 
Again, it would require many lessons to 
survey carefully all the instances of 
prayer in Jesus’ life, but you can so 
arouse your girls’ interest in watching 
for this, as they read their Bibles, that 
t! ey will soon be with him in his ‘school 
of prayer,” and be learning from him as 
his first followers did. Ask them to find 
and read aloud, in class, the following 
passages, trying to see Jesus therein, just 
as they did who have told of him: Mark 
¥:36; buke 5:16; 6:12; 9-18. 20: 
11:1. Do they not see that solitary 
figure, withdrawing from the company 
of all men, for repeated, continued, sepa- 
rated communion with his Father? Yes, 
Jesus surely prayed for the pure delight 
of such communion and the inward 
en he drew from such contact with 

od. 

But ask them then to read these words: 
Matthew 150:36; 19:13; 26:26, 27, 
36-44; 27:46; Luke 22: 32; 23:34, 40; 
John 11 : 41; 12 : 27,28; and as much of 
John 17 as time will permit. These are 
but glimpses of a great many such in- 
stances, but do they not reveal Jesus 
praying for things, as well as about 
them, both his own personal concerns 
and the needs of others? Did he not 
pray in the commonplace affairs of every 
day as well as in the great emergencies 
of his life among men? Did not his 
friends know him as a man of prayer? 
Could they have companioned with him 
through three active years and have 
missed his belief in prayer and his prac- 
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tice of it? Teachers, how much of both 
do your girls see in you? Have you been 
to this “school,” under this Master, whom 
you are seeking to recommend to your 
girls? Will you go with them, learn 
with them from this Teacher? 


Home Study 
Read all that Jesus said about prayer 
and in prayer, as told by John in his 
Gospel, chapters 14 to 17: 26. 
Decatur GA. 
w 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of January 16) 


1. “The Scriptures principally teach what 
man is to believe concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man.”—The Shorter 
Catechism. 


2. All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God (2 Tim. 3 : 16). 

3. Both suggest the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures by the adults and the learning of them 
by the children, ° 

4. Belief in these writings as divinely given 
(16). 

5. Meditation upon the Scripture, and obe- 
dience to it in a practical way. 


6. That children should be taught the Bible. 


7. Psalm 119 contains 176 statements on the 
value or use or authority of the Scriptures. 
8 As the Word, and the Holy Scripture. 

9. In the last chapter of Luke’s Gospel 
Jesus definitely declares that “beginning from 
Moses” there were “things concerning him- 
self in all the Scriptures,” specifically men- 
tioning “‘the law, the prophets and the psalms” 

(Luke 24 : 27, 44). 

10. We find that he certainly knew his Scrip- 
tures, lis speech is saturated with the very 
words and incidents therein recorded. We 
find that he regarded them as authoritative 
in all matters concerning God’s revelation of 
himself to men. Note repeated New Testa- 
ment references on this. 


ir, In private life and prayer with his dis- 
ciples (Matt. 26: 29, 38; John 12:7; 17:6, 12, 
17); in the public life and teaching (Matt. 
$325; 12:3; 1833; 19:4; 22:29,42; Luke 
4:43 73273 John 7 : 22). 

12, Joshua 1:8 gives us God’s word to 
Joshua concerning the place and importance 
of this law in Joshua's -life. 

13. There is none. Those who have known 
him best, in oth@® ages and lands than those 
when and where the Bible was an open Book, 
have known him but dimly compared to those 
who know him through a thorough knowledge 
of this Book. 


14. At least once daily, 

1s. In the morning, when the mind is clear 
and receptive, rather than at night, when one 
is fagged. 

16. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you 
through the Word. 

17. See John 16 : 13-15 and James 1:5. 





Children at Home 








Just Dogs 
By E. Ryerson Young 


S THE preacher reached Sam’s door, 
he met Sam in a raging fever, but 
dressed and ready to come out. 

“These women,” said Sam, 

“Now, Pa,” said Mrs. Jenkins, “we 
were on guard until a moment before the 
fight began, when you called so piteously 
for a drink of water!” 

“You had better get right back to bed,” 
ordered Colman. “The sheep have been 
saved, and I am here to help put them 
away.” 

“Your dogs came just in time,” said 
Sam, gratefully. “We can never thank 
you for setting them on the wolf. Have 
they been badly slashed by the wolf? I 
saw blood on the shoulder of the big 
black.” 

Colman saw Samvsafely back into his 
bed and then he went out to see his dogs. 
Then he saw the miracle. 

Dane was slashed, as Sam had feared. 
There he was on the snow with Shep 
licking his wounds. And most diligently 
was Shep doing his work, first at one 
shou'der and then at the other. Nancy 
wished to take a hand (or rather, a lick 
with her tongue in healing Dane), but 
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Dane whined and crawled toward Shep, 

“Well, weil, of all things!” exclaimed 
Colman, his delight almost bringing tears 
to his eyes. “It shows that it takes a 
real good fight in a good cause to make 
good dogs, or any other creatures, for 
that matter,—men_ especially, — appre- 
ciate each other! The oniy way to con- 
quer your opponent is to make a friend 
and fellow soldier of him.” 

After that fight with the wolf, Dane 
and Shep were almost inseparable. Jack 
knew that Dane and Shep had made up 
and that Shep had accepted Dane as a 
true partner. Nancy was, too, but then 
there was a distinction. Nancy was dif- 
ferent—they had always liked her— 
and she was always to be depended upon 
when there was a hard tug on a hill or 
in soft snow, or when the sleigh was to 
be saved from a tree along the trail. 

After Dane’s wounds were healed from 
that battle with the wolf, Colman had a 
most thoroughly efficient and united train 
of dogs, and he was the man who knew 
how to use them to the best advantage 
in the great work that he had in hand. 

But it was not long before the roads 
broke up. The warm sun and spring 
rains made havoc of the ice and snow. 
These were very trying days for Col- 
man and his dogs. The dogs disliked 
being left behind. Colman did not wel- 
come the long, lonely walks along muddy 
trails. But springtime does more than 
clear away the snow and ice. She causes 
the warm earth to steam and, where there 
has been careless housekeeping, to breed 
mists, miasmas, fever. Many of the peo- 
ple were sick, amd one day Colman him- 
self found that he had barely strength 
to stagger back to his lonely shack up on 
the hillside. 

He unfastened his dogs, and, after 
leaping upon him in their affectionate 
welcome, they gamboled around the place 
and took many a dash into the woods. 

Entering his house, Colman threw him- 
self down on his couch, feeling that he 
could never rise again. But he got to 
his feet bravely and determined to shake 
off this unpleasant feeling. He thought 
that he was simply-a little more tired than 
usual, and that after a rest he would be 
all right again. He threw himself on 
his couch after he had sipped a little tea. 
Here he tossed and slept a restless sleep. 
The next day he tried to do some study- 
ing and prepare for the following day, 
Sunday. But his eyes were balls of fire 
and he simply could not read. Sunday 
came and he was almost unable to leave 
his bed. He struggled up to give his dogs 
something to eat and then sank back 
again. 

When the shadows of that Sabbath 
evening came, he roused himself. He was 
lving on his couch. Jack was stretched 
out on a mat at his side, looking him in 
the face. The dog seemed to think that 
something was wrong and wished to be 
ready to serve. So he watched his mas- 
ter’s face, trying to make out what the 
trouble was. 

The next morning broke clear. The 
clouds and storm had rolled away and 
the spring sun, in all his beauty and 
power, leaped up over the eastern hori- 
zon. Singing birds came out from under 
the dripping branches and filled the land 
with song. Shep and Dane and Nancy 
played around the door, careering as 
though life were one grand holiday. Only 
inside the little shack was there pain, 
anxiety, and depression. 

“Jack,” said Colman, touching the dog. 
“I'm no better. I'm afraid that I am 
worse.” Jack sprang to his master’s side 
at the first touch. 

Colman struggled to his feet and al- 
most fell back into his bed. He resolutely 
got up, however, and found his pen, ink, 
and paper. With great effort, he penned 
a scrawl, put it in-an envelope and sealed 
it. He was about to hand it to Jack 
when he thought that it was too small a 
thing for a dog to carry. So he rolled 
some brown paper around it and tied it 
well with a string. 

“There, Jack,” said he, opening the 
door, “take that and give it to some one 
and get him here quick. You are my 
only hepe. If vou do not find some one 
for me, I may die here.” 

Jack barked and frisked around. At 
last there seemed to be something he 





could do. He was eager to take that billet 
and to be off. 

Colman placed one hand on the dog’s 
head and with the other pressed the roll 
into his mouth, 

“That's the dog,” said he, “take a good 
grip on it, so that you will not lose it, 
and may you have success.” 

Jack then bounded away along the trail. 
The other dogs followed him. But they 
did not go far; whether or not Jack gave 
orders to them to go back and stay by 
the inaster while he went for help, Col- 
man could not make out. Anyway, at 
the point where Jack paused before he 
went on his errand, the others immedi- 
ately turned around and came racing back. 
On Jack went, along the hillside, to the 
very top of the hill. Here he paused for 
a moment in the glorious sunshine. The 
trail to the village went on over the hill, 
eastward. His nose was pointing south- 
westward. Colman could not understand 
it, but he had never asked Jack to take 
a letter to anyone, It was true that Jack 
had carried letters before, but he had 
never delivered them to any other man 
than to Postmaster McMurrick of his 
old “post office town.” 

Coiman was about to gather his 
strength to shout as best he could to 
Jack to go on, down the trail to the vil- 
lage; when Jack plunged off the trail 
into the woods, taking a southwestward 
course. 

Colman knew that there were no set- 
tlements that way. It was into forest 
primeval that Jack plunged. He had 
gone right away from the settlements, 
Perhaps Jack had seen a fox or a rabbit 
and, forgetting him, had gone hunting. 
Colman thought that Jack had failed him 
in his extremity. He staggered back to 
his couch, too sick to try to think up 
any other means of rescue. If the good 
Lord did not send him help soon, he 
thought that he would die there. 

But Jack had not deserted his master. 
The mistake of Colman was that he had 
never taught Jack to carry letters to 
his near-by village. On the hilltop Jack 
had sniffed the winds and called upon 
his instinct to tell him where his old town 
was, for in that town he expected to find 
the man, his old postmaster friend, who 
should receive his letter. Satisfying 
himself as to the right direction, he 
plunged bravely into the woods and took 
a course as straight as possible across one 
of the roughest sections of the North 
Country. He ploughed his way through 
tangled forests and through treacherous 
swamps. He climbed hills and swam rag- 
ing spring torrents. His feet were torn 
by jagged roots and rough stones, his 
nails were broken scrambling up rocky 
hillsides, for he knew no retreat. It was 
on and ever on. In running through an 
open forest, he was taken for a wolf by a 
lonely trapper and shot at. The buffet 
hit his shoulder. But though the pain 
was great, Jack did not turn from his 
course. On he went until he had covered 
nearly two hundred miles, surmounting 
some of the worst and most trying hin- 
drances that ever faced a traveler on this 
globe. 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
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A Victor Evangelistic Record 


NE of the latest phonograph records 

issued by the Victor Talking Ma- 
chine Company is a distinct innovation, to 
be wcicomed and widely used by Chris- 
tian people. It is a full, plain statement 
of “God’s Way of Salvation,” by the well- 
known evangelist, the Rev. Gustaf F. 
Johnson, who is pastor of one of the 
largest churches in Minneapolis, the 
Swedish Tabernacle. ~ It is not a musical 
record, but a clearly enunciated spoken 
message, starting with the frank question, 
“Are you a Christian?” and then going 
on and explaining — what so many people 
do not know —just what it is to be a 
Christian, and how anyone who will may 
take the step, out of death into eternal 
life. 

Why should not every Christian home 
keep this record among its musical se- 
lections, and use it with groups of friends 
or acquaintances? It may have blessed 
and far-reaching results. This is said 
to be the first time a large company like 
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the Victor has issued a record of just 


this type, and it is made by their tatest: 


electrical method. 

The record is Number 78759; the ser- 
mon fills the two sides of the record, 
which is doubtless obtainable from any 
Victor dealer, or it may be ordered from 
the Benson Music House, 1225-29 Wash- 
ington Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Robert Harkness’ Gospel 
Song Tour 


r THESE days of popular music, the 
need of increased interest in Gospel 
song in the American home is very ap- 
parent. A revival of interest in the Gos- 
pel in song would mean much for the 
spiritual life of the country. It is espe- 
cially noteworthy, therefore, that Mr. 
Robert Harkness, the well-known Aus- 
tralian composer and pianist has decided 
to make a nation-wide Gospel song tour. 
He will visit churches of all denomina- 
tions giving programs of Gospel song and 
story, demonstrating. the possibilities of 
Gospel song in public worship, in the Sun- 
day-school, in young people’s meetings 
and in the home. He will be accompanied 
by Mrs. Harkness as soloist. 

Mr. Harkness’ programs will include 
a musically illustrated story of his life 
and will have a definite spiritual objective 
as well as much musical interest. Few 
are better qualified to demonstrate 
the effect and power of Gospel song than 
Mr. Harkness. His services are given 
on a free-will offering basis, and any 
churches or societies interested in secur- 
ing him may address him at 1632 Hunt- 
ington Drive, South Pasadena, Cal. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal 
in these columns, Mother Ruth 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am in a quandary. 
Some time ago I feared I would have to un- 
dergo an operation. I prayed and prayed over 
it, and vowed to the Lord that if he would 
spare me that ordeal, I would attend Moody 
Bible Institute. I vowed I would enter in a 
year. The year is now about to begin, and 1 
find myself in love with a man. What shall 
I do? The man is a Christian. Please answer 
this soon, as the need is near for me to make 
my decision as to whether the Lord wants me 
to go or whether he has sent this man to me 
and wants me to marry. I love the man and 
he loves me.—A FRIEND. 

P.S.—I neglected to say that, upon going 
to a doctor, he found that an operation was 
not necessary at all, and that my fears were 
groundless. 


Y DEAR FRIEND: I wish you 

could get your own desires under 
the will of God. You do not speak as 
though you thought God had answered 
your prayers in giving you a cure from 
the trouble, but that you had made a mis- 
take in your diagnosis of your: own case, 
and that there was no trouble. Did you 
try to bargain with God? And if he 
did hear and accept your offer, you are 
certainly to have a lesson as to what you 
should do now. Are you considering 
God’s will’ or what you want? I am 
looking over the situation with you, for 
I feel it is a very serious thing to make 
a promise to God and not fulfill it, espe- 
cially if it was acceptable to God and it 
was his voice calling you to-go to the 
Institute. If it is his will and you are 
turning-from it, I would not expect his 
blessing to come upon you. Now you 
say you find you did not need the opera- 
tion. Do you throw all your prayers to 
the wind, and think you lacked in infor- 
mation about yourself and did not show 
wisdom in making your surrender for 
service ? 

This is an experience in which God will 
show vou his will, and will lead you if 
you put him first, but he will not take 
second place with anyone. Remember, 
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Lesson for January 23 
Mark 1:35; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6:9-13 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in a club, 

please give name and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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STORS, Mie- 
clonarios,. teach- 
and in fact, 
all Christisns may 
be benefited both in 
their personal lives 
and in their service 
for Christ by the 
volume of Bible 
Studies prepared by 
enry W. Frost, 
Home Director of the 
eat China Inland 
fission. Whether in 
preparation for a 
talk or address, or in 
one’s personal Bible 
study, they will be 
found stimulating to 
--—-- the mind and uplift- 
ing to the soul. Outlines are included on no less 
than 337 distinct topics, under 16 main headings, all 
with fan Bible references, and cross-indexing. 

The aim has been not to prové any particular 
theories, but simply to find all that the Bible has to 
say on the subjects taken up. his material has 
been gleaned from God’s Word through a lifetime of 
study of the Bible for the meeting of personal needs, 


Topics fully indexed; over 10,000 Scripture 
ces given. Helpful in preparation for 
public addresses or in personal Bible study. 


Order today “‘on approval” a copy of this remark- 
able volume, Outline Bible Studies, at $2, postage 
15 cents. Money will be refunded or other books 





sent at purchaser's request, if volume should not be 
found satisfactory in any way. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


FREE 


A copy of “ The Baffled Rabbi.” The greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
im many years. Sent FREE. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 


521 West 179th St., New York City 




















High School Course 
in 2 Years 
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God wants your happiness more than 
you do. You will never err in seeing 
that you are just where it is best for 
you, if you will follow his leadership. 
If this man has come from God, you will 
know: it, and there need be no doubt 
in your mind about it. But if you are 
not sure, do nothing until your way is 
made plain and clear. Oh, that you would 
get up on the high ground where you 
would not ask self which path it would 
wish, but will fall low at the foot of the 
cross, and tell the Lord that his wish is 
the choice of your heart. Don’t let any 
human voice give you the decision on this 
matter, but have it straight from the 
all-wise Father, who is so ready to give 
you more than you can ask, 


An Inexpensive Library for the 
Lessons on the Christian Life 


HE International Uniform Lessons, 
arranged by the International Sun- 
day School Lesson Committee, for the 
First Quarter of 1927, consist of a series 
of “Studies in the Christian Life,” taking 
up such topics as What It Means to Be a 
Christian, The Christian’s Use of the Bible, 
Prayer, Teniptation, Stewardship, Service, 
Our Home, Our Community, The World, 
and the Christian’s Hope. The follow- 
ing books and booklets are especially rec- 
ommended by The Sunday School Times 
as an adequate and well-balanced yet in- 
expensive library for teachers, Alter- 
nates are provided for Primary teachers 
or others already possessing one or more 
of the books narffed in the first list. 
The set of seven, or alternates, having 
a total value of $3.22, may be purchased 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, at the special price of 
only $2.50, postpaid, or any of the books 
may be purchased separately, at the prices 
given, pius postage. 


The Christian Life and How to Live It. By 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. Showing the 
Christian life in its twofold attitude toward 
God and toward man, involving both the 
lordship of Christ and the loyalty of Chris- 
tians. 75 cents, postage 6 cents. 


Temptation. By Philip E. Howard. On the 
nature and meaning of temptation, with a 
consideration of how to meet some of the 
most common temptations in daily life. 75 
cents, postage 5 cents. 


God’s Picked Young Men. By Henry K. 
Pasma. Living, strong, and striking lessons 
from the deeds and behavior of God’s out- 
standing men in the Bible. This book con- 
tains much material suitable for illustra- 
tions. 75 cents, postage 6 cents. 


. 7 
Light on Life’s Duties. By the Rev. F. B. 
Meyer. Words of counsel by a master 
teacher. 25 cents, postage 3 cents. 


First Words to Young Christians. By Rob- 
ert Boyd. Used much by D. L. Moody and 
others for new converts. 25 cents, postage 
3 cents. 


The Most Important*Thing in My Life. An 
interview with Dr. Howard A. Kelly, concern- 
ing the religion of the Bible, reprinted from 
the American Magazine. He declares that it 
made him literally another man, and tells 
how it has remade other men. A heart- 
warming testimony. 10 cents, postage 2 cents. 

List of International Uniform Lessons for 
1927. A valuable leaflet affording a bird’s- 
eye view of the year’s work, giving the title, 
lesson text, Golden Text, devotional reading, 
departmental topics and memory verses for 
each lesson. 10 cents, postage 2 cents. 


Alternates 


(Note.—The following books may be selected 
in place of those listed above, provided 
the price is the, same.) 


Illustrations on the Beatitudes. By Sadie 
Eastwood. Our Lord had a great deal to say 
in the Beatitudes regarding the way a Chris- 


tian should live. Prepared for Primary 
teachers and mothers. 75 cents, postage 6 
cents. 

Mrs. Mary's Go-Tell. By Mrs. S. R. G. 


Clark. How a class of young Christians pro- 
moted a revival in their neighborhood. Cloth 
75 cents, postage 6 cents; paper 25 cents, 
postage 3 cents. 

Phil Tyler’s Opportunity. By Frederick E. 
Burnham. A fascinating story with a clear 
Gospel message. Tells of the success of a 
young Christian businessman, and how his 
testimony helped othenm®& Cloth 75 cents, 
Postage 6 cents; paper 25 cents, postage 3 
cents. 





What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. Why.Men are Lost, How Men 
are Saved, What is Salvation? Salvation’s 
Forward Look, Salvation from Sin Now. Cloth 
75 cents, postage § cents; paper 50 cents, 
postage 5 cents, 

The Christian: His Creed and Conduct. By 
William Evans. The Christian and his Bible, 
his Amusements, his Business, his Family, 
his Future Reward. 25 cents, postage 3 cents, 

Home Duties. By R. T. Cross. To husbands, 
wives, parents, children, brothers, sisters — 
the family in love, service, and worship. 2§ 
cents, postage 3 cents. f 








The Victorious Life 
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SELECT NOTES 


| By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D 


The HWoorld’s 


Greatest Sunday 


School Coitmmentary for 1927 


| 
| 
Its wealth of material gives a solid | 
foundation for the spiritual and inspi 
rational interpretation of special | 
themes. It is complete with maps, bib 
liography, teaching methods and | 
abundant illustrations. 
| 
| 
| 


Price $1.90 net $2.00 delhwered 
Af all booksellers 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 CLARENDON STREET BOSTON MASS 











Keswick’s New Bible Center 


ANY Christian people in the last 

few years have found Keswick an 
ideal spot for both physical and spiritual 
rest and refreshment at any time during 
the year. ‘The autumn, winter, and spring 
months, while no conferences are being 
held, are unusually enjoyable in the Kes- 
wick climate and health-giving, pine-filled 
atmosphere, strengthening and invigorat- 
ing. As more and more are coming to use 
Keswick as a rest home, the natural sug- 
gestion has come, Why not, from Sep- 
tember to June, a Bible Center, with cap- 
able, Spirit-flled teachers spending a week 
or two at a time and daily unfolding the 
riches of God’s Word to those who would 
welcome this privilege? 

After earnest prayer, the Council be- 
lieve this to be God’s will. They gladly 
announce the Keswick Bible Center. 

It should be clearly understood that 
this does not mean, in any sense, a Bible 
School or Institute. The Council has 
no such thought; there are such schools 
and institutes near by, in Philadelphia 
and New York, and at many other points 
throughout the land. The Keswick Bib‘e 
Center would not attempt to offer what 
these schools so abundantly provide in 
the way of systematic curriculum and 
equipment of the Christian worker. 

But the Keswick Bible Center does of- 
fer rich teaching in God’s Word. Well- 
known Bible teachers are being invited 
to come to Keswick for a week or more 
at a time, as their plans permit, and dur- 
ing the stay of each there will be daily 
study of the Bible, to which all visitors 
and others who may be at Keswick at the 
time will be welcomed. The attendance 
at these sessions is entirely voluntary, of 
course; those visiting Keswick at the 
time will be perfectly free to attend the 
daily Bible Hour or not as they prefer. 
It wil! simply be an informal and de- 
lightful way of studying God’s Word for 
those who wish this, in a spiritual at- 
mosphere not often found elsewhere, and 
in a country of pine woods, beautiful 
lakes, and restful rambles, 

The rates for room and board at Kes- 
wick are unusually low, and there is no 
enrollment fee for membership in, these 
Bible classes, but it is believed that the 
necessary expenses will be met by volun- 
tary offerings. 

Canon F. E. Howitt of Hamilton, Ont., 
who was one of the notable speakers at 
England’s Jubilee Keswick Convention in 
1925, and whose Bible studies at the Vic- 
torious Life Conferences at America’s 
Keswick last summer made a profound 
impression, will be the first of the Bible 
teachers at the Keswick Bible Center, 
from January 24 to 30. This is short 
notice, but doubtless a number will be 
eager to take advantage of this rich op- 
portunity for Bible study while coming 
apart from ordinary duties to be restfully 
in fellowship with the Lord. Other 
speakers engaged for later dates are the 
Rev. O, R. Palmer and Mr, Max I. Reich. 
_ Applications for rooms and for further 
information may be sent to Mr. Addison 
C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 

+ 


Calendar of Conferences 


Philadelphia, January 19-22, 1927.—Winter 
Conference, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Spruce. 


For information, and in making regis- 
trations, please address Victorious Life 
Testimony, Rooms 80-83 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








“*Borderlands of the Mediterranean” 


By J. Gray McAllister, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
“The volume takes first rank.’’—S. S. Times. 
Second edition. Charmingly written. Heauti- 

fully vrinted. Richly illustrated. Essential for 

that Mediterranean Cruise. Next best for those 
who cannot go. $2.50, postpaid. Presby- 

terian Committee of Publication, Box 1176, 

Richmond, Va. 














A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE TLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘ ‘There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Only. 














Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works “°"43,.5"°°"" 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville. Dallas 




















(Smmunion Ware of Quality 


Best Materia 


FINEST 
Worxmansnip 


> ae 
Lowest Prices. Senc 


ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


ndividual 
Glasses 


‘or Illustrated Catalog , 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CQ, 
Roont 353. 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


Church Furniture 
Globecraft Shops 


Since 1876 
Fine church furniture, moderately priced. Tell 
us your needs. Before you buy—compare!l 
Globe Furniture Ag. Co. 
23 Park Place — ‘Aortbville, Mich. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





How Show Loyalty to Our 
Rom, 12: 3-13. (Denominational 
Beginning Christian Endeavor 


January 30. 
Church? 
Day. 
Week.) 

February 6. 
Through Christian Endeavor. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 


Interdenominational Fellowship 
Eph, 4: 1-6. 





Sunday, January 23 


How Carn We Train for Service? 
(Acts 18 : 24-28; Luke 9 : 1-6, 10) 





Mon.—Learn of Jesus (Eph. 4 : 20-32). 

Tues.—Trained by service (Matt. 10: 1- 
15). 

Wed.—Opportunities seized (John 13 : 1-17). 

Thurs.—Timothy, Paul’s apprentice (Acts 
16 : 1-5). 

Fri.—Full consecration (2 Cor. 8:5). 

Sat.—Listen to God (Isa. 6: 1-9). 











How does committee work train us? 

Of what value are books of methods in 
training ? 

What church work can we get training 
from? 


S A great vessel loosed from its stays 

and ploughed its way into the ocean, 
a thoughtful woman standing by ex- 
claimed, “Free to serve!” Only in the 
water could it find its native element. It 
was in bondage until it was launched, but 
it found its freedom in its preparedness 
for service. 


The Lord Jesus said to his disciples, 










“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free... . If the Son there- 
fore shail make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed” (John 8:32, 36). Only in 
Christ can man find freedom for Chris- 
tian service. 

Sometimes we are tempted to overlook 
or ignore this first principle, and permit 
ourselves to be led into thinking that we 
can serve Christ or serve Christian pur- 
poses apart from him. We shrink some- 
times from the absolute surrender he asks 
of us, and endeavor to serve him in our 
own way and in our own strength. But 
he himself has told us,.“He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Dr. G. Matheson has expressed this 
theught so well in one of the stanzas 
of his hymn, “Make me a captive, Lord”: 

My pow’r is faint and low 
Tilt I have learned to serve: 
It wants the needed fire to glow, 
It wants the breeze to nerve; 
It cannot drive the world 
Until itself be driv’n; 
Its flag can only be unfurled 
When Thou shalt breathe from heav’n. 
we 

There are many lessons we can learn 
from Apollos, mentioned in our Scrip- 
ture lesson in Acts 18. He had studied 
the Word and knew it thoroughly (v. 
1); he had listened to and absorbed in- 
struction (v. 25); and he had diligently 
given out again that which he had re- 
ceived (v. 25). Then came the real test, 
that of being told that, in spite of his 
ministry, he needed further instruction in 


order that he might know the way of God. 


more perfectly. 

Do we not need the teachable spirit 
of Apollos in our young people’s soci- 
eties today? Somehow, we like to quote 
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no man despise thy youth” (1 Tim. 4: 
12), but we seldom finish the quotation 
which goes on with the words, “but be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. Till I come, give .at- 
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine.” e 


Committee work in our young: peopie’s 
societies helps us to learn to work with 
others, to listen to the counsel of more 
experienced Christians, and to be guided 
by their wisdom, while at the same time 
it gives us a chance to express our own 
plans and ideas. The variety of commit- 
tees gives us opportunity for a well- 
rounded development,—the Lookout 
Committee giving us opportunity for per- 
sonal work, the Prayer-Meeting Commit- 
tee special opportunity for devotional 
study, the Social Committee an opportun- 
ity to express true joy and fun in ways 
pleasing to God. 


b 

There are many excellent books that 
will be helpful in training for service. 
The. United Society of Christian En- 
deavor, Boston, Mass., will be glad to 
send you one of their illustrated cata- 
logues, giving a list of their publications 
especially designed for young people and 
young people’s work. Especially note- 
worthy are “The Christian Endeavor 
Manual,” by Francis E. Clark, D.D. ($1), 
and “Progressive Endeavor,” by Amos 
K. Wells ($1). “Every-Member Evan- 
gelism,” by J. E. Conant, D.D. ($1.50), 
gives practical methods for personal work. 
These three books may be had from The 
Sunday School Tigies Company, Phila- 
delphia, at the prices listed. 

Three pamphlets published by the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 843 
North Wells. Street, Chicago, should be 








Paul in his admonition to Timothy, “Let 


in the equipment of every young person 
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who means business for Christ. They 
are “The Pocket Treasury” (6 cents each, 
or $5.50 a hundred); “Scripture Mem- 
orizing and Successful Personal Work,” 
by Oscar Lowry (10 cents each), and 
“Selected Texts for Personal Workers” 
(5 cents each, or 50 cents a dozen). 

But let us remember that. good as 
method books are, they can never take the 
place of the Word of God, and what may 
otherwise be helpful, may really be harm- 
ful if we permit them to draw us away 
from the actual study and reading of the 
Word. e 


Most young people’s societies have lit- 
tle difficulty in. finding: enough work for’ 
their members within the activities of 
the society itself. But should there be 
any lack there are excellent opportunities 
in the church and Sunday-school. Some 
Christian Endeavor societies constitute a 
veritable pastor’s aid group, holding them- 
selves in readiness to do whatever task he 
may care to assign to them. The ‘Sun- 
day-school seldom has too many teachers, 
and there is often opportunity in this 
field. Many churches have found that a 
junior missionary sociéty is helpful and 
your Sunday-school superintendent would 
doubtless welcome the suggestion that the 
young people’s society present a mission- 
ary program in the Sunday-school at. reg- 
ular intervals. Let it be known to your 
pastor and superintendent that you are 
ready to serve, and you will find that 
there will be many doors of opportunity 
open to one who is willing to do faith- 
fully whatever is asked. 

ye 

In serving, am I willing that Christ. shall 
be my absolute Master and Lord? 

Am I daily going to him for instruction? 

Am I obeying the instruction he gives? 





PHILADELPHIA. 








“Dr. Wilson’s book marks an epoch and a turning 
point in the present religious controversy’’ 


—From a review by LEANDER S. KEYSER, D.D. 


In a noteworthy review of Dr. Robert 


“Our author has 


another qualification 






































Dick Wilson's new book, “A SCIENTIFIC 
INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,” 
Professor Leander S. Keyser of Hamma 
Divinity School and himself a critic and 
scholar of outstanding ability, writes: 


“If evangelical believers are to meet 
the negative Biblical critics effectively, 
they must be equipped with equal and 
even superior scholarship. Mere raillery 
and denunciation will not avail on either 
side of the controversy. Thinking peo- 
ple will soon lay aside a book that in- 
dulges in mere assertion and abuse. They 
want facts and solid arguments based on 
the facts. ... 


“If ever a man was technically equipped 
to deal adequately with the Old Testa- 
ment problems raised by the critics, Dr. 
Wilson is that man. He has given more 
than thirty years of special and intensive 
Study to the problems involved. He has 
mastered some forty-five languages and 
dialects, so that he is able to use all of 
them with exactness in making his re- 
searches and reaching his conclusions. 
These languages include all the Semitic 
tongues, a knowledge of which is abso- 
lutely necessary in order to deal thor- 
oughly with the defense and constructive 
interpretation of the Bible. Dr. Wilson 
has made an exhaustive study of the text, 
grammar, and vocabulary of the Old Tes- 
tament. He has arranged important con- 
cordances- of crucial Hebrew words that 
figure in the present controversy. 


that many of the divisive and documen- 
tary critics seem to lack—logical acu- 
men. He knows when an opponent (and 
a defender, too, for that matter) begs 
the question, assumes the proposition to 
be proved, draws wrong inferences from 
the premises, and makes over-broad gen- 
eralizations. We note with gratification 
that he will not make .a positive state- 
ment, even if it would strengthen his side 
of the debate, unless the facts really war- 
rant a favorable conclusion. 


“To follow the erudite: author in all 
his details would reauire a_ technical 
knowledge of Hebrew and other Semitic 
languages; but this fact should by no 
means prevent the layman in these lan- 
guages from getting the book and reading 
it, for any person of general intelligence 
can understand enough to gauge the argu- 
ment and realize its convincing force. 
When Dr. Wilson draws his conclusions 
from his scholarly investigations, he uses 
simple and limpid English, so that no one 
needs to be in doubt regarding the cor- 
rectness of his reasoning. : 


“His preface should be carefully read 
to get his viewpoint. The first chapter 
on the method of the investigation he has 
pursued is invaluable, and contains in it- 
self conclusive evidence against the dis- 
secting critics. In the ensuing chapters 
he presents the evidences for the reliabil- 
ity and inspiration of the Old Testament 
by making a most thoroughgoing study of 
the Hebrew text, grammar, and vocab- 
ulary, as well as.of the history and re- 
ligion of the Old Testament. The argu- 


ment is cumulative; it grows upon you, 
until you feel that but one conclusion is” 
possible, namely, that the Bible is the 
Book of God. ... 


“Through this powerful vindi- 
cation of the divine inspiration 
and authority of the Ol 
ment,carrying with it the plenary 
inspiration of the 
ment, many liberalistic mono- 
ams, books, Bible dictionaries, 
ble encyclopedias, whole libra- 


Testa- 
New Testa- 


fact, are ruled out of 


date and put in the class of an- 
tiques and curios. Unless the 
liberalists can successfully meet 
and overcome Dr. Wilson with 
equal or superior erudition, their 
work is outmoded. Henceforth 
all conflict among professing 
Christians should cease, and 
all should stand firmly together. 
on the evangelical platform. 
Our fight should now be direct- 
ed against the infidelity which 
has lately 
and outspoken. If we mistake 

not, Dr. Wilson’s book marks 

an epoch and a turning point 

in the present religious contro- 
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PLEASE ORDER THROUGH YOUR BOOK DEALER, OR FROM 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT” costs $2, postage 15 cents 
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Lesson for January 23 
Mark 1:35; 14: 32-36; Matthew 6: 9-13 
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“Summer Bible School 


Convention-Conference” 
January 27th & 28th, 1927 


Opening Session—1:30 Thursday, 
January 27th, 1927 

tes entertained free of charge iguine 
with Thursday Evening Meal, including 
Friday and Saturda: —meals on iuding 

y morning. 

Registration Fee $1.00 
Last year's conference was a by all. This 


year's will 
Speakers who know — will ae fenportant sub- 
jects connected with —— 
work, 


A fine musical programme will run throughout 
the entire conference. 
MAKE APPLICATION AT ONCE 
Two delegates entertained from each church, 
For particulars wnte 
DR. A. L. LATHEM, Third Presby. Church, 
434 E. Broad St., Chester, Penna. 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


WHERE— 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 
= for from $15 up to $600. Nothing deducted 

our gifts—100% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Would you so love to help your Lord? Will 
you pray about this? Service and literature free. 


NATIVE PREACHER CO.,Inc.,251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N.J. 


CHRISTIAN 
5000 Worxers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books and 
me velvet ae mottoes. Good 
Send for Pees Cuales aad Price List 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6 M. Monon Bidg. Chicago, Ill, 






































WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL 


BLACK FACE TYPE 


The Only Self-Pronouncing Black 
Face Type Bibles Published 
Best for Young and Old—Home and 
School—Teachers and Students 

Send for Illustrated Catalog 
THE, or c. Winston co., Publishers 


Philadelphia 








CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU? 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


INAL “GIST” FEATU 
letonatinen 4 s. Merde nd in ven Full = 





$. 
tion: Im it Word: Empha-| 
sed Condenuslionst tnoseht :Chpnrcr ia Revcd 
Version Noted ; iggy al. Places; Prayet' 
Meeting Topics.ete ible Binding. 3Se postpaid, 
ta REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave.. N. ¥.; 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago’ 





Real Need in the Ozark Mountains 


Meay of the folks in the rural districts of the Ozark 
jeauntaies ane moth io neon at clothing for these com- 
ing months. Alll sorts of hy od that could help to keep 
ay wpe, wake “yeeome. = 
mended 
deoeld be ont by caprem = vay yee _ 


Rey. W. J. DAVIS, Ozark, * Co., Ark. 








-BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


Leading to graduation. Study at home. Graduat 
in 30 months. Kest books. For announcements, othe 
Pror. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


TEACHER AND LIBRARIAN — degrees, train- 
ing and experience. desires engagement. 
Miss Haren Dur, Box 532, Chautauqua, N. Y. 








For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such «alls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's and b i of the League.— 
Euinrs of The Sunday School Times. 





Another Look Forward 


HIS look forward is with reference 

to prayer. One of the readers of 
this paper whose life is marvelously fruit- 
ful m spiritual results has a_ personal 
prayer list of over two thousand names. 
Three hours or more a day are spent in 
the secret closet, and she still has twenty- 
one hours Jeft; but God alone has pos- 
session of her first and best hours, and 


| then makes all the remaining hours doubly 


rich in far-reaching results. She is not 
a woman “of leisure,” for her hands are 
full of home duties, church duties, neigh- 
borhood duties; and her singulariy rich 
correspondence touches many fie.ds at 
home and abroad. Would you covet a 
like ministry? Be content to begin on a 
small scale, as she did. Then dedicate 
yourself and ‘this year to the Word and 
prayer, and all that may grow therefrom, 
Give your prayer hours, your prayer rec- 
ords, your prayer objects, your prayer 
ministries first place, under God, in your 
life. Study all that God’s Word says 
about prayer and put it into practice. 
Think what prayer really is: its kinds, 
its conditions, its helps, its hindrances; 
its objects, its supreme purpose, its re- 
sults. Keep a prayer journal, and record 
therein your personal prayer experiences, 
objects of prayer, and answers. But avoid 
becoming introspective or self-centered. 
Keep God-centered. See humanity’s need 
more than your own. See humanity’s need 
in Calvary’s light, then pray! Oh, the 
joy of such a life! Thus 1927 will be- 
come memorably worth while. The secret 
closet and the family altar will each take 
on a new meaning; unnumbered other 
l'ves will be blessed, and your own not the 
least. Try it. 


January 17 to 23 
Mon.—Mark 14 : 32-36. The Example of Jesus. 


When Jesus was “sorrowful unto 
death,” he sought relief in prayer. Do 
we? When his sorrow continued, he 
prayed again, and even again. Do we? 
When the human and divine seemed in 
conflict, he submissiveiy chose his Father’s 
will, Do we? He prevatied! Do we? 

PrAyER Sucacestions: Pray for “all 
Israel.” Let the sixteen or seventeen mil- 
lion Jews of the world, and the four mil- 
lion in America, have a prominent place 
in your daily prayers. There are said 
to be twenty cities in America each hav- 
ing ten thousand or more Jcws and no 
organised effort of any kind to reach 
them. Pray! 

Tues.—Luke 11 : 5-13. 
Encouragement to Prayer. 

If persistent demanding (of that which 
on account of friendship was due, but 
not recognized as due) was able to bring 
an answer from an unwilling friend, how 
much more will it bring an answer from 


%1a willing Friend, who recognizes the due 


when we claim it on Calvary ground! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for “all 
saints,” that they may be separated from 
the world, may be revived and built up 
in the Gostel, and may become flaming 
and courageous personal witnesses and 
evangelists to “all the world.” Pray for 
all pastors, Bible teachers, religious edi- 
tors and educators, and all missionaries. 


Wed.—Matthew 6:5-15. Secret Prayer. 
A week ago today our lesson was Bible 
reading in public; today, prayer in secret 


—that which gives spiritual unction to 
every public service, whether Bible read- 





ing, or preaching, or prayer, and to every 
personal ministry. Is not. the Lord’s 
Prayer (given for the secret closet?) 
probably offered far more in public than 
“in secret” ? 


PrayYeER ,SuGGEsTIoNS:. Pray for “all 
men,” remembering that “the whole crea- 
tion groaneth and travaileith in pain to- 
gether until now.” Pray for all nations 
and rulers, and for the soon coming of 
carth’s only rightful Ruler. Pray for 
all governments, all reform and _ philan- 
thropic ageucies, all social and industrial 
organizations. 

Thurs.—Psalm 51:1-12. Prayer of Penitence. 


David’s prayer of penitence was a 
prayer of power because so intensely and 
humbly personal; not “blot out our trans- 
gressions,” but “my transgressions,” for 
“my sin is ever before me.” If fathers 
and mothers, and Sunday-school teachers, 
and pastors, and all would go down as 
David did, ah, think! 

PRAYER SucGcEstions: Pray that “the 
Word of the Lord»may have free course, 
and be glorified.” .Wouwld. that a hundred 
thousand intercessors would pray forth 
a hundred million copies of John’s Gospel 
to America’s masses, and twenty times 
this number .to. the world! . Pray for all 
Bible societies, Bible training stitutes, 
and Bible and Victorious. Life Confer- 
ences. 


Fri.—Luke 18 : 1-8. eportentty in Prayer. 


The judge repelled the widow’s com- 
ing; God’ would: impel our coming. He 
said, She “troubleth me”; God says, Give 
me “no rest” (Isa. 62:7). He said, “I 
will avenge” this ‘importunate troubler ; 
God says, I will avenge my importunate 
“elect.” Importunity displeased the judge ; 
it pleases God. Human importunity de- 
mands and gets divine dispatch (v, 8). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for Amer- 
ica’s educational institutions; its graded 
and technical and professional schools, 
its colleges and universities, its students 


and teachers, its boards of education and’ 


organs of publicity. Pray for the nation’s 
homes, its millions of young people, its 
parental life. God is needed everywhere. 
Sat.—Romans 8 : 26-30. ° ‘ 

The Holy Spirit and Prayer. 


All true prayer, in the highest sense, 
originates in the heart of God. Two of 
the three .Persons of the Godhead are 
Intercessors (vs. 26, 34). The One helps 
our infirmities on earth; the Other pre- 
sents our petitions in Heaven. Both are 
“for us.” Our own unwise prayers may 
remain unanswered, but theirs are always 
wise, and a/ways answered, 


Prayer Succestions: Your neighbors 
and their children, your shut-in friends 
and their needs, the aged and strangers 
of your community, the firemen and police 
officers, the clerks who wait on you, the 
man who delivers the milk at your door, 
the postman on his monotonous round; 
make all these the subjects of loving sym- 
pathy and fervent prayer. 


Sun.—Psalm 63:1-8. David’s Earnest Prayer. 


Intense earnestness is one of the con- 
ditions of prevailing prayer (Jas. 5:16). 
Other important conditions are indicated 
in Psalm 66:18; James 4:2, 3; 1 Cor- 
inthians 10:31; 1 John 5:14, 15; John 
14:12-14; Mark 11: 22-25; Philippians 
4:6; Luke 11:5-8; Romans 8:26, 27. 
God, ‘sought early in life, early in each 
day, early in every affliction, yields pre- 
eminent blessing. 


PrayER Sucacestions: Pray for your 


pastor, and for all of today’s services in 


the house of worship. Pray for the boy 
er girl of vour. own home who perchance 
may he far distant. Pray that many a 
soul may find Christ today. . Don’t once 
forget the “secret closet”: this year, or 
family worship, or grace at the table. Oh, 
the joy of giving Him First place! 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, us- 
ing illustrations, conducting reviews, aet- 
ting the pupils to. work, and leading them 
to Christ. A good book to give to a young 
teacher: (The, Sunday School Times Co.. 
Philadelphia, 75 cents; postage, 5 cents.) 
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4 THE GREAT AMERICAN HABIT \, 


To Ease Nose 
and Throat, 


TAKE A LUDENS 
Millions Do 














More than 5000 women wrote in dur- 
ing the past year, telling how Luden’s 
Menthol Cough Drops had helped them 
and their families. The exclusive 
Luden Menthol blend gives quick re- 
lief to sufferers from hoarseness, coughs, 
colds, “flu” and other irritations of the 
air passages. Especially beneficial to 
children. More pleasant to take than 
cough medicine. Look for the yellow 
package—5c everywhere, 








Is Your English 
a Handicap ? 
This Test Will Tell You 


‘Thousands of persons make little mis- 
takes in their everyday Eng!ish and I 
don’t know it. Asa result of countless 
tests, Sherwin Cody found that the 
average person Is only oe efficient in ff 
the vital points of Englis In a five- 
minute conversation, or in an average 
one-page rare pe to fifty errors will 
appear. = the test shown below, 
now. See where you stand on these 
30 simple questions. 





SHERWIN CODY 





MAKE THIS TEST NOW 
Correct answers shown in panel below 
1. Cross out the wrong form 
Between (you and I—you and me) 
1 (did it—have done) already 
Who—whom) shall I call ? 
t’s just (as—like) I said 
The river has (overflowed—overflown) its banks 
1 (would—should) like to go 
I (laid—lay) down to rest 
Divide it (among—between) the three 
The wind blows (cold—coldly) 
You will (find only—only find) one 


2. Do You Say— 


e-ven-ing or eve-ning 
as-cer-tain or as-cer-tain 
hos-pi-ta-ble or hos-pit-able 
ab-do-men or ab-do-men 
may-or-al-ty or may-or-al-ty 
a-me-na-ble or a-men-able 
ac-cli-mate or ac-cli-mate 
ro-found or pees nd 
n-e-fi-shee-ary or n-e-fish-ary 
cul-i-na-ry or cu-li-na-ry 


3. Do You Spell It 
supercede or supersede repetition or repitition 
receive or recieve separate or seperate 
repreive or reprieve accmodate or accommodate 
donkeys or donkies traMficing or trafficking 
factories or factorys or ble 


New Invention Improves Your English in 15 Minutes a Day 

For many years Mr. Cody 
studied the problem of cre- 
ating instructive habits of 
using good English. His won- 
derful self-correcting device is 
simple, fascinating, time-sav- 
ing, and incomparably effi- 
cient. You waste no time in 
going over the things you al- 
ready know. Your efforts are 
automatically concentrated 
on the mistakes you are in 
the habit of making, and 
through constantly being 
shown the right way, you 














Answers 


Between you and me 
I have done it already 
Whom shall I cal}? 
It’s just as I 
The river has over- 
flowed its banks 
z should oy to go 
I lay dow rest 
ae it's among the 


The ‘wind blows cold 
You will i only one 


soon acquire the correct eve-ning 
pon of fs once of the incor- as-cer-tain 
habit. hos-pi-ta-ble 
ab-do-men 


FREE 22ek oh 


Your English reveals you 


may-or-al-ty 
a-me-na-ble 
ac-cli-mate 





as nothing else can. When ro-found 
you use the wrong word, n-e-fish-ary 
pg ALY you mispronounce seated id 
aw when you misspell a 
word, when n you punctuate in- oupereete 
correctly, when you use flat, path 
words, you handicap ptt ve 
ourse: rite for our new jonkeys 
book. “How to Spea factories 
Write Masterly English.” repetition 
Merely mail the coupon, and separate a 
it will be sent by return mail. accommoda) 
SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL of ENGLIS pee og 
351 Searle Bldg., Rochester, N. Y. bo 





| SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH =F 
g 351 Searle Building, Rochester, N.Y. H 
e Please send me at once your new Free eok, 1 
8 “ How to Speak and Write Masterly English.’’ H 
- a 
Fy NAMO ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccscedovccecceess “oe & 
it RMANRAR ode cic ace sce ss ecdegeksiotegsaccaaieotes«s & 
b -8 
8 Cite Srste 4 














4 How Her Hope Was Realized 


One of the most interesting stories related in the book “Physical Voice Culture” referred to 
below is that of a choir singer who found the answer to her prayers in a wonderful system of 
silent, physical, voice building exercises. 


For years this earnest young woman had prayed that she might be worthy of a place in her 
church choir, but she had never achieved a voice worthy of her aspiration. 


Then one day, as she thumbed a magazine, she came upon a startling message. She learned 
that thousands had faced the same vocal problems she faced — and had triumphed, It was all so 
clear, so simple, so practical that something in her heart told her that this was a direct answer 
to her prayer. Read the rest of her story in“Physical Voice Culture.” It is absorbingly 
interesting, and every word of it is true. 
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Voice Better at Fifty-five 
than Ever Before in 
Pastor’s Life 


Dear Instructor: 

IT have gone through your course, and 
it would not be enough to say that I am 
satisfied. I am delighted. It is more 
thag I had hoped fies. 

I am now doing evangelistic singing, 
and my friends tell me that my voice 
is better than ever before, and I am in 
my ssth year. 


Andrew J. Notestine, 
Associate Pastor. 





(Lesson for Jan. 23) JANUARY 8, 1927. 





Beautiful Tones Gain 
Praise of Choirmaster 


My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

Since I started this course, I notice 
a deoided improvement in my voice for 
the few lessons I have had, The pro- 
fessor of the choir to which I belong 
commended me on my singing last 
Sunday. He told me my voice had im- 
proved very much since [I joined the 
choir, and that the tones were much 
clearer and beautiful. 


John Gummer, 
423 S. Maderia St., Baltimore, Md. 


CONGREGATIONA 
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Church Singer Delights 
Congregation with Her 
Beautiful Voice 


Hear From Church Singer 


My dear Professor: 

Thank you very much for the cer- 
tificate just received. I am _ very 
proud of it. I feel that I have some- 
thing to show for my last year’s work. 


Not only good health, but a beautiful 
voice. cannot help but say “Thank 
God” for everything you have done 


for me. 

As I stood in church yesterday 
and sang I noticed people ng 
their heads to see who was singing. 
am singing tomorrow in Dalton, and 
the next afternoon in Lee, for charity. 
I do much of this, and find the more 
I do the more I am expected to do. 

I hope you will always think of me 
as one who has made a big success in 
the work I chose to do. 

Carolyn Burgess, 
107 Sumner Street, 
Lee, Mass. 





Possessor of Trained Voice 
Always Welcomed by 
Everybody 


My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

I am _ going to tell you about my 
wonderful success in voice training, 
although it has only been a _ few 
months since I have taken up this 
course. My voice is indeed becoming 
stronger from week to week, and is 
so clear. It is much easier for me to 
sing now; and furthermore, I can de- 
pend on my voice not breaking down, 
for I am building a very strong bridge, 
and it will never break. 

Anna E. Halmker, 
‘ Chicago Heights, Ill. 


Can Sing Two Hours 
Without Fatigue 


Dear Teacher: 

I have just completed the twelfth 
lesson of your course, and can honestly 
say that my voice has improved a great 
deal. I have a better voice now than 
I ever hoped to have, and I feel that 
my improvement has only started, 

Thanks to you for your method I am 
able to do solo work in our church 
choir now. I also lead the Sunday 
School services, and without your train- 
ing I should never have had voice 
enough to do this. I can now do two 
hours of heavy singing without over- 
taxing my voice. 

I can now make high “A” with ease, 
and when I am at my best “‘B” natural. 

Mere thanks cannot convey to you 
what I think of your course, but I hope 
that accomplishment may prove my 
gratification. 

Donald Tearle, : 
Berkeley, California. 


**My Voice is Perfect!’’ 


Dear Instructor: 
My voice is perfect! Mr. Feuchtinger, 
goer lessons are wonderful, and I can’t 
elp telling everyone of the benefit I 
got out of them. I will recommend 
your course to all. 
Ann Faye Skrener, : 
Box 182, Eveleth, Minn. 





Never Knew How to Use 
Breath Until Taking Up 
Perfect Voice Course 


Dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

I am pleased to say that my voice is 
—- better and stronger every day. 

never knew how to use my breath 
right until I got your last three lessons, 
and the result is that my voice is 100 
per cent better than it ever was. I am 
using the tongue attack with good re- 
sults now. 

Fred Haushalter, 

Chadwick Street, Sewickley, Pa. 








Science Discovers the Secret 
of Caruso’s Marvelous Voice 







Diagram of the Normal 
Throat Showing the Com- 
* plete Vocal Mechanism. 


Caruso’s Throat 


and Yours 


Way it that the humble peas- 
ant boy of Italy became the great- 
est singer of all time? This dia- 
gram of his throat will show you. 

ruso’s marvelous voice was due 
to a superb development of his 

o-Glossus muscle. Your Hyo- 
Glossus muscle can be developed 
too! A good voice can be made 

tter — a weak voice become 
strong — a tate votes restored ry 
etammering and stuttering cure 
Science will help you, 


We Guarantee— 
Your Voice Can Be Improved 100% 


a Hyo-Glossus muscle in his or 

her throat. A few very fortunate 
persons—like the late Caruso—are 
born with the ability to sing well. But 
even they must develop their natural 
gifts. Caruso had to work many years 
developing that muscle before his 
voice was perfect. 
Whether your voice is strong or 
weak, pleasant or unpleasant, melodi- 
ous or harsh, depends upon the de. 
velopment of your Hyo- Glossus 
muscle, You can have a beautiful sing- 
ing or speaking voice if that muscle 
is developed by correct training. 


| eae normal human being has 


Prof. Feuchtinger’s 
Great Discovery 


Professor Feuchtinger, A. M.— dee 
scendant of a long line of musicians 
—famous in the music centers of Eu- 


- rope, Munich, Dresden, Berlin, Bay- 


reuth, Vienna, Paris and Florence, for 
his success in training many a noted 
singer—discovered the secret of the 
Hyo-Glossus muscle. Dissatisfied 
with the methods used by the maes. 
tros of the Continent who went on 
year after year blindly following obso- 
lete methods, Professor Feuchtinger 
devoted years of his life to scientific 
research. His reward was the dis- 
covery of the Hyo-Qiossus, the 
* Singing Muscle.” 


Professor Feuchtinger went even 
farther into the Science of Singing. 


Perfect Voice 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 47-61, Chicago, Ill. 


He perfected a system of voice train- 
ing that will develop your Hyo-Glos- 
sus muscle by simple,-silent exercises 
right in your own home. 


Leading Singers 
Among His Students 


Hundreds of prominent singers have 
Studied with Professor Feuchtinger. 
Over 10,000 happy pupils have re- 
ceived the benefits of his wonderful 
training. 

There is nothing complicated about 
the Professor’s methods. They are 
ideally adapted for correspondence 
instruction. Give him a few minutes 
each day. The exercises are silent, 
The results are sure. 


The Perfect Voice Institute guaran- 
tees that Professor Feuchtinger’s 
method will improve your voice 100%. 
You are to be your own judge—take 
this training—if your voice is not im- 
proved roo% in your own opinion, 
we will refund your money. 


A Beautiful 
Voice for YOU 


You do not know the possi- 
bilities of your voice. 


If you want to sing—if you 


have always felt that you Oo Singing Oo Speaking oO Stammering 0D Weak Voice 

could sing but lacked the 

Proper training because you NAme.....0 £ PantalanGhin scant 6 TR ie icscolbusessoatins 
7” 
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cen KA a Throat 
howing the Superb Development 
of his Hyo-Glossus Muscle. 





had not the time nor the means to study 
—here is your choice. Professor Feuch- 
tinger’s course will improve your voice 
100%. You can now learn to sing at 
a very small cost and in the privacy 
of your own home. 


If you want to improve your speaking 
voice—if you stammer or stutter— 
Professor Feuchtinger will help you. 


Inspiring Free Book 
** Physical Voice Culture’’ 


Send us the coupon below and we’ll 
send you FREE this valuable work 
on the voice culture. Do not hesitate 
to ask. Professor F euchtinger is glad 
to have us give you this book and you 


assume no obligations whatever by 


sending for it. 


You will do yourself a great and laste 
ing good by studying ‘Physical Voice 
Culture.”” It may be the first step in 
your career. Do not delay. The 
number of these books is _ limited. 
Send today for your copy. 
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Perfect Voice Institute 
Studio 47-61, 1922 Sunnyside Ave.,-Chicago 
Please send me FREE yo ur new book, “‘ Physical Voive 


Culture.’? I have put X opposite the subject that inter- 
ests me most. 


I assume no obligations whatever. 
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